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Philip  Newberry:  no  hands,  no  feet,  but  all  heart 


FORT  WORTH  (BP)  —  Philip 
Newberry  boasts  a  mean  soccer 
kick. 

So  mean  the  impact  sometimes 
sends  his  leg  sailing  a  good  10 
feet.  No  problem,  though.  He  just 
sticks  it  back  on  and  keeps  right 
on  going. 

Not  having  hands  and  feet  is 
just  a  minor  inconvenience  as 
Philip  tackles  the  world  of  a  typi¬ 
cal  10-year-old.  There  ate  baseball 
games  to  win,  dodgeball  and  soc¬ 


cer  victories  to  claim,  and  trampo¬ 
lines  to  conquer. 

Such  simple  childhood  accom¬ 
plishments  seemed  unreachable 
eight  years  ago.  The  furlough  of 
then-Southem  Baptist  missionaries 
to  Brazil  Randy  and  Jan  Newberry 
had  turned  into  a  nightmare. 

On  Easter  Sunday.  1986,  they 
sat  by  their  2-year-old’s  bedside 
watching  his  limbs  grow  black  and 
life  ebb  from  his  tiny  body.  The 
prognosis  was  meningitis  and 


THE  BEST  LEPER  EVER  —  Philip  Newberry  hit  the  acting  stage  this 
Christmas,  and  used  his  lack  of  hands  and  feet  to  be  “a  better  leper  than 
any  of  those  guys.”  His  performance  in  “Baby  of  Bethlehem”  at  First 
Church,  Peaster,  Texas,  was  a  natural  for  this  10-year-old,  according  to 
his  father  Randy.  “He's  always  making  eveiybody  laugh,  and  he  talks  con¬ 
stantly,”  says  Randy.  (BP  photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


By  Jan  Jtynsonius 

inevitable  death.  Their  only  hope 
was  prayer  and  God’s  grace. 

..  The  disease  resulted  in  the 
amputation  of  Philip’s  left  arm 
almost  to  the  elbow,  the  right  hand 
at  the  wrist,  and  both  legs  halfway 
to  the  knees.  But  it  didn’t  remove 
Philip’s  determination  and  I-can- 
do-anything  outlook  on  life. 

“I  wouldn’t  have  chosen  this 
for  my  son,  but  it  happened,”  said 
Randy,  pastor  of  First  Church  of 
Briar,  Azle,  Texas.  “I  don’t  under¬ 
stand  all  of  it,  but  God  has  a  plaa 
He  assured  me  that  he  will  get 
more  glory  this  way  than  if  he’d 
healed  him.  God  can  take  what 
Satan  intends  for  evil  and  use  it 
for  good.  That’s  what  God  has 
done  with  Philip.” 

Philip  may  not  totally  realize  it 
yet,  but  his  family  knows  that  his 
life  is  a  ministry  to  others.  His 
arena  of  service  is  bis  fifth- grade 
classroom  at  Hoover  Elementary 
School  in  Azle,  the  soccer  field, 
and  Scottish  Rite  Children’s  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Dallas,  where  he’s  featured 
in  a  video  ro  encourage  other  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  lost  limbs. 

Randy  noted  Philip  accom¬ 
plishes  something  new  every  day. 
“Just  last  week  he  put  on  his 
shorts,  zipped  and  buttoned  them, 
put  on  his  belt  and  buckled  it”  He 
can  also  throw  a  spiral  football 
pass,  swing  a  bat,  operate  a  com¬ 
puter,  and  bound  skyward  on  a 
trampoline.  > 

No  small  feat  for  someone 
without  hands!  Philip  darts  agilely 
on  prosthetic  legs  but  refuses  the 
artificial  arms  because  they  get  in 
his  way. 

Not  having  hands  does  have  a 
major  advantage.  Philip’s  soccer 
coach  said  it  makes  him  perfect  in 
a  sport  that  prohibits  their  use.  But 


Philip  still  giggles  about  the  time  a 
referee  penalized  him  for  use  of 
hands. 

“I  just  turned  to  the  crowd  and 
said,  ‘They  called  hands  on  me! 
What  are  you  going  to  do?”’ 

Philip,  who  also  excels  acade¬ 
mically,  has  his  sights  set  next  on 
playing  in  the  school  band.  “I’m 
thinking  about  doing  the  drums, 
tying  something  around  my  arm 
and  sticking  the  drum  stick  in 
there  and  playing  like  that.” 

His  parents  say  Philip  is  always 
positive  and  figures  out  how  to 
adapt.  “He  doesn’t  think  there’s 
anything  he  can’t  do,  and  his  atti¬ 
tude  has  helped  us  cope,”  Jan  said. 

Yet  there  are  times  when  Philip 
says,  “What  if....” 

-  “If  I  had  hands  and  feet.  I'd  be 
better  than  (Dallas  Cowboy  run¬ 
ning  back)  Emmitt  Smith,”  he 
sometimes  laments.  “Man,  I’ve 
got  the  moves.” 

Although  they  resigned  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  so  Philip  could  receive 
treatment  in  the  United  States,  the 
Newberrys’  call  remains  strong. 
“That’s  been  the  hardest  thing  to 
deal  with,”  said  Randy.  “God 
cabled  us  to  missions.  Just  because 
we’ve  been  home  for  seven  years 
doesn’t" mean  the  call’s  not  still 
there.”  “ 

One  of  the  family’s  prayer 
needs,  he  said,  is  not  only  God’s 
guidance  about  missions  service, 
but  also  about  the  possibility  of  a 
physical  setback  for  Philip.  *  i 


PICTURE  OF  THE  PAST  —  This 

photo  of  Philip  Newberry,  take' 
about  three  months  after  parts  oi 
his  limbs  were  amputated  in  1986, 
shows  him  out  for  a  stroll  on  his 
new  prostheses.  Then  26  months 
old,  he  was  able  to  start  using  his 
new  legs  without  needing  crutches. 
(BP  phpto  by  Stanley  Leary) 

family  as  they  minister  to  parents 


The  growth  plate  in  his  left  limb-deficient  children, 
knee  i,s  damaged.  The  leg  isn’t  J*hilip  is  a  living  testimony  to 
growing  correctly.  “We’re  prayingj^pod’s  grace.  Perhaps  he  sums  it 
for  healing  that  will  make  thfe  legs  Ip  best:  “I’m  the  same  as  every- 
the  same  length,  and  for  wisdom  body  else,  because  it  doesn’t  really 
for  the  doctors  as  they  deal  with  count  what’s  on  the  outside.”  ., 
it,”  Jan  said.  Johnsonius  writes  for  FMB’s 

Jan  also  requests  prayer  for  the  news  and  information  office. 


getting  thro 


astor 


ing  Back... 


Government  corruption  is  keeping  desperately-needed  food 
supplies  from  reaching  many  starving  Rwandan  refugees  in 
Zaire,  but  Southern  Baptists  are  punching  through  the  bureau¬ 
cracy  to  get  food  to  the  hungry.  James  Westmoreland,  an  asso¬ 
ciate  area  director  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  said  difect  supervision  by  on-site  missionaries  has 
enabled  humanitarian  relief  to  reach  refugee  camps  where  an 
estimated  825,000  people  live  in  squalor  and  hunger.  Even 
though  food  donations  are  now  adequate  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  refugees,  malnutrition  has  increased  15%  in  the  camps  —  a 
sure  sign,  insiders  say,  that  Rwandan  militiamen  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials  are  diverting  donated  foodstuffs  and  selling  it 
themselves.  “Everything  Southern  Baptists  send  in  for  Rwan¬ 
dan  refugee  relief  is  personally  monitored  by  missionary  per¬ 
sonnel.  They  make  sure  the  relief  donations  get  where  they  are 
supposed  to  go,"  Westmoreland  pointed  out.  Southern  Baptists 
are  deeply  involved  in  relief  efforts  at  an  orphan’s  camp  near 
Goma,  Zaire,  and  at  a  refugee  camp  in  Bukoba,  Tanzania. 


Members  of  Friendship  Church  near  Campbellsville,  Ky., 
decided  to  go  over  their  minister’s  head  to  get  something 
done,  and  he’s  actually  glad  they  did.  The  congregation  of  the 
rural  church,  which  averages  55  people  in  Sunday  School, 
thought  bivocational  pastor  Fred  Miller's  vision  of  getting 
involved  in  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Convention's  Russia  part¬ 
nership  was  too  limited,  so  they  raised  $5,000  to  help  build 
Russian  churches  instead  of  the  $1,000  Miller  suggested.  In 
addition,  church  members  agreed  to  send  money  each  month 
to  help  support  a  Russian  missionary.  All  of  this  is  in  addition 
to  the  24%  of  undesignated  receipts  the  church  gives  to  mis¬ 
sions  each  year.  Church  treasurer  Milton  Jones  suspected  God 
had  something  in  store  for  the  church  when  gifts  swelled  and 
money  began  to  accumulate.  “We  have  never  had  money  like 
this  before,”  Jones  said.  For  his  part.  Miller  isn’t  complaining 
about  being  ovemiled  by  the  congregation.  “I  thought  too 
small.  It’s  wonderful  when  the  people  think  and  dream  bigger 
than  the  pastor,"  Miller  said. 


William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg  fetes  the  founders  of 
the  school's  music  department,  Donald  and  Frances  Winters, 
with  a  special  day  that  culminates  in  the  naming  of  the  col¬ 
lege's  music  school  in  their  honor. 


Jackson  native  Lillian  Yarborough  Leavell,  72.  widow  of 
the  late  New  Orleans  Seminary  president  Landrum  Q.  Leavell. 
dies  following  a  heart  attack  —  just  1 1  days  after  nephew 
Landrum  Leavell  II  is  named  new  president  of  the  seminary. 


Magee  native  Edwina  Robinson.  Baptist  Youth  Leader  in 
Mississippi  WMU  for  the  past  1 1  and  a  half  years,  is  unani¬ 
mously  elected  by  the  board  of  the  Mississippi  WMU  to  suc¬ 
ceed  the  late  Fannie  Traylor  as  executive  secretary. 


I  AM  THE  BRIGHT  AND  MORNING  STAR’Wzie 
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Time  for  a  check-up 
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A  time  to  forgive 
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1995  Evangelism  Conference  set  Jan.  30,  Hattiesburg 


The  1995  Mississippi  Baptist 
Evangelism  Conference  will  fea¬ 
ture  the  retired 
president  of 
Southwestern 
Seminary  and 
an  evangelist 
who  has  been 
preaching  more 
than  60  years. 

The  confer¬ 
ence,  slated  to 
begin  at  1:30 


continues  through  the  next 
evening. 

Robert  E. 

N a;,  lor.  presi-  I  y^r  * 

dent  emeritus  of  WT 
Southwestern  I  jf... 

Seminary  in 
Fon  Worth,  will  life1 
open  each  ses-  1  , 
sion  of  the  con-  1  w 
ference  with  a  "  ^  i - 

message. 

^  fO-year  Martinez 
evangelist  is 

Angel  Martinez.  Conference  orga¬ 
nizer  and  director  of  evangelism 


for  Mississippi  Baptists,  J.  Gar¬ 
land  McKee,  said  Martinez  is 
“indisputably 

one  of  the  most  I  feS*  1 

used  evangelists  |  :i*'*®*% 

in  the  history  of  W 

the  Southern  jCF  ./  * 

Baptist  Conven- 

ers  will  mdude  iL 

an  evangelist  “  i 

from  Fulton;  D*1* 

Ralph  West,  pastor  of  Brookhol- 
low  Church  in  Houston,  Texas; 


p.m.  on  Jan.  30,  Naylor 
will  take  place  at  Temple  Church 
in  Hattiesburg.  The  conference 
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Federal  lawsuit  seeks  to 
stop  student-led  devotionals 


A  Baptist  layman  serving  as 
Pontotoc  County  school  superin¬ 
tendent  is  facing  a  federal  lawsuit 
filed  by  an  Ecru  mother  who 
doesn’t  like  his  stand  in  favor  of 
school  prayer. 

Jerry  Horton,  member  of  Ecru 
Church  and  former  state  legislator 
in  his  first  elective  term  as  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  2,700-student 
school  district  in  northeast  Missis¬ 
sippi,  said  disagreement  has  been 
building  for  months  with  Lisa 
Herdahl  about  how  to  handle 
prayer  at  1,300-student  North  Pon¬ 
totoc  Attendance  Center,  where 
the  five  oldest  of  her  six  children 
attend  school. 


Darrell  Robinson,  vice  president 

for  evangelism  at  the  Southern 

Baptist  Conven- 

non  Home  Mis-  §  \  ^ 

sion  Board  in 

Atlanta;  Joe  B.  V  \ 

Brown,  pastor  1  ■  %\ 

of  Hickory  I  !  ^  / 

Grove  Church.  -  ./■ 

Charlotte.  N.C.. 

a  perennial 

leader  in  bap-  life 

tisms;  Mickey 

Dalrymple,  pas-  Robinson 

tor  of  Fairview 

Church,  Columbus;  J.  Gilman 
McKee,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
West  Plains,  Mo.;  and  Jim  Ponder, 


an  evangelist  from  Orlando,  Fla. 

Music  evangelists  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  include  ^ m 
Luke  Garrett 
and  B.J.  Jenk- 

ins,  both  of  w  ^ 

Brandon;  the  *  ^ 

Stone  Brothers  \.fe 

of  Huntsville, 

Ala.;  and  R.O. 

and  Angie  Stone  C 

of  Rome,  Ga.  Wgf  fe '  ' 

Said  McKee, 

“This  confer-  D^ympte 
ence  will  be 

comparable  to  the  ones  of  the  past 
several  years,  if  not  surpass  them, 
in  preaching  and  music.” 


Youth  Evangelism  Conf. 
draws  near  3,600  to  MC 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


The  1994  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference 
Dec.  29-30,  1994,  at  Mississippi 
College  (MC)  in  Clinton  recorded 
a  prominent  upswing  in  registra¬ 
tions  and  attendance  —  much  to 
the  delight  of  event  coordinators. 

“This  is  the  best  year  to  date 
for  the  youth  evangelism  confer¬ 
ence.  Registration  dropped  last 
year,  but  jumped  to  almost  3,600 
this  year,”  said  James  Fancher, 
consultant  in  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  and  co-chair  of  the  plan¬ 
ning  committee  along  with  Tom 
Daniel  of  First  Church,  Starkville. 

Young  people  crowded  into 
Wood  Coliseum,  ringing  the  large 
geodesic  dome  and  sitting  on 
steps  between  rows  leading  to  the 
top  of  the  dome  until  only  stand¬ 
ing  room  was  left  for  latecomers. 

Program  personalities  included 


worship  leader  Rick  Ousley,  pas¬ 
tor  of  The  Church  at  Brook  Hills 
in  Birmingham,  Ala.;  music 
leader  Paul  Horton  of.  Lithia 
Springs,  Ga.;  concert  artist  Pam 
Thum  of  Nashville;  and  perfor¬ 
mance  artist  Doug  Berky  of 
Greenville,  S.C. 

Fancher  said  10  first-time  pro¬ 
fessions  of  faith  were  recorded, 
along  with  18  vocational  commit¬ 
ments  and  32  rededications. 

“Those  were  the  young  people 
who  talked  with  counselors.  Many 
more  came  forward,”  he  pointed 

out.  v 

The  1995  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference  is 
slated  for  Dec.  28-29  at  MC. 

For  more  information,  contact 
the  MBCB  Evangelism  Depart¬ 
ment  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson. 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone: 
(601)  968-3800  or  toll-free  (800) 
748-1651.  ' 


Nearly  3,600  young  people 
packed  Wood  Coliseum  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  in  Clinton  Dec.  29-30 
for  the  annual  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Evangelism  Conference, 
sponsored  by  the  Evangelism 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board.  Rick  Ousley 
(above)  pastor  of  The  Church  at 
Brook  Hills  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
delivered  worship  messages,  while 
Doug  Berky  (right),  artist-in-resi¬ 
dence  at  Furman  University  in 
South  Carolina,  used  mime  and 
imitation  to  teach  the  youth  to  be 
imitators  of  Christ.  Coordinators 
said  they  were  pleased  with  the 
standing-room-only  attendance. 
(Photos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


PEACE  AT  LAST?  —  It  may  or  may  not  last,  but  for  now  peace  in  Gaza 
is  a  joyful  experience  for  Southern  Baptist  worker  Nancie  Wingo  (center) 
and  two  of  her  Palestinian  friends,  sisters  Manar  Hamad  (left)  and  Faten 
Hamad.  Both  are  studying  English  with  Wingo.  With  the  coming  of  peace, 
Wingo  can  teach  throughout  the  day,  rather  than  constantly  canceling 
classes  because  of  strikes  or  violence.  No  stranger  to  war,  Wingo  is  a  vet¬ 
eran  Southern  Baptist  worker  who  served  in  Lebanon  during  its  long  years 
of  strife.  She  has  worked  in  Gaza  since  1987.  She  arrived  in  March  that 
year;  the  Intifada  uprising  against  Israeli  occupation  began  in  December. 
(BP  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 

Southwestern  elects 
Harlan  as  music  dean 

By  Greg  Warner 

FORT  WORTH  (ABP)  —  Har'an  succeeds  James  McKin- 
Southwestem  Seminary  has  cho-  ney,  dean  for  37  years,  who 
sen  Benjamin  Harlan  to  fill  the  recently  retired, 
controversial  position  of  dean  of  Harlan  promised  to  build  on 
its  School  of  Qiurch  Music.  Southwestern’s  strong  academic 

Harlan,  who  holds  a  doctoifete  tradition  while  exposing  students 
from  Southwestern,  has  been  to  a  broad  range  of  musical  styles, 
assistant  professor  of  church  His  philosophy  of  music,  he  said, 
music  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  is  “excellence,  regardless  of 
since  1989.  He  was  elected  dean  style.” 

by  Southwestern’s  trustee  execu-  The  new  dean  conceded  he  will 
live  committee  on  the  recommen-  walk  into  a  volatile  situation  when 
dation  of  the  seminary’s  new  pres-  he  assumes  his  duties  in  January 
ident,  Ken  Hemphill,  and  the  trus-  and  will  operate  “in  a  fishbowl” 
tee  academic  affairs  committee.  for  some  time.  But  he  told  Associ- 

Harlan,  40,  also  won  the  ated  Baptist  Press,  “I  think  the 
endorsement  of  the  music  faculty  future  is  bright.” 
he  will  lead,  despite  a  history  of  Harlan’s  election  could  end  a 
differences  between  trustees  and  long-running  dispute  over  the 
faculty  over  the  philosophical  dean’s  post  —  a  dispute  that 
direction  of  the  music  school.  played  a  major  role  in  the  firing  of 

'  While  Harlan  was  trained  at  former  Southwestern  president 
Southwestern  in  traditional  and  Russell  Dilday  last  March, 
classical  disciplines,  he  also  is  an  Conservative  trustees,  who 
accomplished  composer,  arranger,  twice  blocked  the  election  of  Dil¬ 
and  performer  who  is  committed  day’s  nominees  for  dean,  had 
to  the  contemporary  music  styles  complained  that  Southwestern’s 
and  large-scale  musical  produc-  devotion  to  traditional  worship 
tions  popular  in  conservative  SBC  styles  neglected  the  more  contem- 
churches.  Both  faculty  and  trustees  porary  music  popular  in  many 
found  that  blend  pleasing.  conservative  churches. 

T.  Bob  Davis  of  Dallas,  a  mem-  Will  it  create  tension  to  ask  fac- 
ber  of  the  trustee  executive  com-  ulty  members  to  accept  a  40-year- 
mittee,  described  Harlan  as  “an  old  dean  who  not  long  ago  was 
excellent  composer-arranger,  their  student?  “In  many  situations 
excellent  keyboard  artist,  with  an  it  could,”  Gray  said.  “In  this,  I 
excellent  personality.”  Davis,  a  think  it  will  not.” 
frequent  critic  of  the  music  school.  Bom  in  Winnfield,  La.,  Harlan 
predicted  Harlan’s  “effervescent,  earned  bachelor’s  and  master’s 
gregarious  approach”  will  be  just  degrees  in  music  from  Baylor  Uni- 
what  the  program  needs.  vefsity  in  Waco,  Texas,  before 

Henipnill  agreed,  saying  Harlan  being  awarded  the  doctor  of  musi- 
brings  both  the  necessary  commit-  cal  arts  degree  from  Southwestern, 
ment  to  classical  training  and  an  He  and  his  wife  Connie  Lynn  have 
openness  to  “a  little  more  contem-  three  children, 
prirary  fashion  of  music.”  Warner  is  editor,  ABP. 


rches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 


The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 
since  those  reported  in  the  Dec.  8  issue  of  Tne  Baptist  Record: 
Hinds-Madison:  Rivercrest;  Winston:  Crystal  Ridge;  and  Yazoo:  Oak 
Grove. 


Henry  urges  repentance 
for  sins  of  “exclusivism” 


ORLANDO,  Fla.  (BP)  —  Three 
sins  of  “exclusivism”  in  the  body  of 
Christ  call  for  repentance,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
President  Jim  Henry:  racism, 
denominationalism,  and  self-right¬ 
eousness. 

The  pastor  of  First  Church, 

Orlando,  Fla.,  spoke  during  an 
interdenominational  prayer  and 
fasting  conference  Dec.  5-7  in 
Orlando.  Campus  Crusade  for 
Christ  founder  Bill  Bright  called  for 
the  session,  saying  he  believed  God 
would  use  it  to  bring  spiritual 
revival  to  the  United  States. 

In  a  letter  of  invitation,  Bright 
said  he  went  on  a  40-day  fast  last 
summer  that  was  the  greatest  spiri¬ 
tual  experience  of  his  fife.  He 
assembled  a  73-member  invitation 
committee  which  included  Henry 
and  former  SBC  presidents  W.A. 

Criswell,  Adrian  Rogers,  Charles 
Stanley,  and  Ed  Young,  and  Baptist 
spiritual  awakening  leader  Henry 
Blackaby. 

Campus  Crusade  hoped  for  300 
to  respond  and  approximately  600 
came. 

Henry  used  Psalms  26:1-2  as  the 
text  of  his_message.  In  it,  David 
called  for  the  Lord  to  judge,  test  and 
try  him,  to  examine  his  heart,  and 

Vocational  guidance ... 


mind.  Likewise,  Henry  said,  the 
Lord  had  examined  him  and  found 
him  lacking  in  these  three  areas. 

The  convention  leader  said  he 
came  to  a  place  in  his  Christian 
walk  where  he  had  to  face  his  own 
prejudice.  When  he  heard  past  com¬ 
plaints  of  racism  he  shrugged  them 
off  as  something  from  the  past  for 
which  he  wasn’t  guilty.  But  recent¬ 
ly  he  focused  on  how  Christians, 
beginning  with  Southern  Baptists, 
need  to  confess  racism  and  preju¬ 
dice. 

“I  believe  there  is  something  to 
that,”  he  said  of  complaints  from 
ethnic  groups  about  this  problem.  “I 
think  the  sooner  the  Christian  com¬ 
munity  deals  with  that  and  confess¬ 
es  it,  the  more  bridges  will  be  built 
and  the  more  walls  tom  down  —  in 
healing,  reaching  across  all  colors, 
brothers  and  sisters,  in  fellowship, 
and  reaching  the  lost  in  our  church¬ 
es.” 

Henry  said  he  had  similar  prob¬ 
lems  with  thinking  his  denomina¬ 
tion  was  the  only  group  that  God 
used  to  do  his  work.  Over  the 
years,  he  recognized  he  needed  to 
open  his  heart  toward  Christians 
who  may  not  have  agreed  with 
him  on  every  theological  point  yet 
stood  alongside  him  on  fundamen¬ 


tal  scriptural  principles. 

God  is  not  only  working  in  the 
SBC’s  “vineyard,”  Henry  said,  but 
in  much  wider  parameters  than  he 
was  once  willing  to  acknowledge. 
Likewise,  Henry  told  the  denomina¬ 
tional  and  para-church  organization 
leaders,  they  need  to  deal  with  simi¬ 
lar  feelings  in  their  sphere  of  influ¬ 
ence. 

This  judgmental  spirit  has 
extended  toward  unbelievers  as 
well,  he  said,  recalling  a  time  when 
he  was  so  angry  at  people  without 
Christ  and  their  actions  that  he 
“railed  on  them."  He  described 
being  so  antagonistic  toward  unbe¬ 
lievers  and  shouting  so  much  they 
couldn’t  hear  his  message. 

But  as  the  Lord  spoke  to  him, 
Henry  said,  he  realized  he  had 
become  so  hard-nosed  and  critical 
that  he  had  crossed  the  line  between 
taking  strong  scriptural  stands  and 
hating  sinners. 

Henry  said  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  things  for  him  has  been  the 
resulting  excitement  he  feels  with 
people  whose  lifestyles  are  com¬ 
pletely  different.  When  he  gets  past 
his  anger  and  self-righteousness,  he 
said,  he  sees  that  the  Lord  loves 
them  as  much  as  himself  and  can 
view  them  with  God’s  eyes. 


Former  corporate  big  shot  helps 
workers  reach  career  potential 


As  a  big  shot  corporate  execu¬ 
tive,  Don  Amick  thought  he  had  it 
all  —  a  six  figure  income,  a  fancy 
car,  $700  suits,  and  $300  shoes. 

He  spent  more  time  on  planes 
between  job  sites  taking  care  of 
business  than  he  spent  at  home. 
Eventually,  he  lost  his  wife  to 
divorce,  intimacy  with  his  sons  to 
absent  fathering,  and  his  soul  to 
job  stress. 

“On  the  outside,  Lreeked  of 
success,  and  on  the  inside,  I  just 
reeked,”  said  Amick,  who  is  now 
vice-president  and  managing 
director  of  Wright  Associates  in 
Greenville,  S.C.,  an  outplacement 
and  career  transition  firm. 

When  Amick  discovered 
money  was  not  buying  him  happi¬ 
ness,  be  left  his  high-paying  job  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  with  no  knowledge 
of  where  he  was  headed. 

“I  did  what  I  preach  no  one 
should  do  —  leave  a  job  without 
having  a  job,”  said  Amick,  who 
facilitated  the  seminar,  “Take 
Ownership  of  Your  Life  in  Five 
Lessons,”  at  a  single  adult  meeting 
at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Conference 
Center. 

While  he  had  no  job  prospects, 
Amick  said  he  knew  God  was  with 
him  in  his  decision  to  resign.  Flip¬ 
ping  through  TV  stations  while 
traveling,  he  hit  on  a  Christian  sta¬ 
tion  and  heard  the  testimony  of  a 
man  who  had  also  lost  all  he  loved 
to  career. 

“God  spoke  to  me  through  TV, 


By  Terri  Lackey 

and  later  be  came  into  my  life  in  a 
small  church  in  Concord,  N.C.," 
Amick  said. 

As  a  career  counselor,  Amick 
realizes  most  of  America’s  work¬ 
force  is  not  happy. 

“Eighty-seven  percent  (of 
Americans)  are  in  some  degree 
cynical  about  going  to  work  every 
morning,”  Amick  said.  “Only  13% 
know  they  are  doing  what  they 
should  be  doing.” 

One  of  the  problems,  Amick 
said,  is  “that  people  associate  who 
they  are  with  what  their  occupa¬ 
tion  is.” 

“Your  work  day  is  only  eight 
hours  long.  The  rest  of  the  day  is 
yours.  You  need  an  identity  out¬ 
side  of  your  job.” 

In  the  early  1980s,  Amick  said 
the  average  American  worker 
stayed  with  the  same  company  25 
years.  Presently,  the  length  of 
tenure  with  one  firm  is  4.8  years, 
and  by  the  year  2000,  it  will  be  2.5 
years,  he  said. 

“It  doesn’t  pay  to  attach  your 
identity  to  your  job,”  he  Said. 
Many  Americans  are  unhappy 
because  “they  see  their  own  great 
potential  as  one  of  life’s  biggest 
burdens.” 

<  “To  know  you  have  potential 
and  to  be  doing  something  you 
don’t  like  doing  is  a  waste.  You 
know  you’re  not  using  your  poten¬ 
tial,”  he  said,  adding  that  taking 
control  of  your  life  paves  the  way 
to  using  God-given  talents  and 


potential. 

Five  lessons  Amick  believes  a 
person  must  learn  before  master¬ 
ing  his  or  her  life  and  using  it  to 
the  fullest  potential  begin  with 
“quit  blaming  others.” 

To  take  control  of  your  life, 
Amick  said,  “you  must  quit  blam¬ 
ing  someone  else  for  all  that  goes 
wrong  and  for  your  unhappiness. 
Quit  defending  your  position  and 
quit  seeking  praise  for  where 
you’re  at.” 

Those  unhappy  in  their  jobs 
regularly  blame  others  for  every¬ 
thing  that  goes  wrong,  he  said. 
They  also  seek  praise  for  any  task 
they  perform  well. 

He  urged  seminar  participants 
to  “become  realistic  and  responsi¬ 
ble  for  your  choices  and  actions” 
and  to  “do  a  job  well”  for  self-sat¬ 
isfaction,  not  for  praise. 

Amick’s  four  other  lessons 
included:  understanding  that  atti¬ 
tudes  or  “I”  make  each  day  better 
or  worse,  realizing  excellence  is 
not  optional,  liking  yourself,  and 
learning  from  others. 

To  Reach  Your  Full  Potential: 

1)  Quit  blaming  others. 

2)  Understand  that  attitudes  or' 
“I”  make  each  day  better  or  worse. 

3)  Realize  excellence  is  not 
optional. 

4)  Like  yourself. 

5)  Learn  from  others. 

Lackey  writes  for  BSSB.  This 

article  was  taken  from  December 
1994  FACTS  AND  TRENDS. 


Creative  ways  to  witness... 

“Here’s  Hope,  Share  Jesus  N.ow” 
witness  effort  set,  Jan.  9-March  9 


“Here’s  Hope.  Share  Jesus 
Now”  is  the  simultaneous  witness¬ 
ing  effort  scheduled  for  Jan.  9  to 
March  9,  1995.  During  those  60 
days,  Southern  Baptists  are  asked 
to  share  Christ  at  least  once  a  day. 

In  preparation  for  “Here’s 
Hope.  Share  Jesus  Now,”  several 
evangelism  leaders  have  compiled 
lists  of  ways  to  share  Christ. 

Their  suggestions  include: 

1.  Invite  a  friend  to  a  concert, 
revival,  or  special  worship  service 
at  your  church.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  service,  go 
out  for  dessert  and  talk  ; 
about  the  message  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  service. 

2.  Send  a  birthday 
card  to  a  friend. 

Enclose  a  personal  note 
sharing  your  spiritual  birthday. 

3.  Clip  an  article  from  a  daily 
devotional  guide  and  mail  it  to  a 
friend  who  heeds  to  know  Jesus. 
Include  a  personal  note  conveying 
love  and  compassion. 

4.  Subscribe  to  a  favorite  devo¬ 
tional  guide  or  Christian  periodical 
for  a  friend. 

5.  Write  a  letter  of  encourage¬ 
ment  to  a  college  student.  Point 
them  to  the  One  who  encourages 
you  daily. 

6.  Write  a  letter  or  note  of 
thanks  to  one  who  s^yves  in  the 
military.  Include  a  scripture  refer¬ 
ence  of  1  Corinthians  2:9. 

7.  Design  a  business  card  to 
introduce  yourself.  Include  a  gos¬ 
pel  presentation  on  the  back  of  the 
card. 

8.  Take  contemporary  Christian 
tapes  and  CDs  to  a  juvenile  deten¬ 
tion  center,  youth-receiving  home, 
or  shelter.  Attach  a  note  to  each 
item  sharing  John  3:16. 

9.  Leave  copies  of  Christian 
magazines  in  a  laundromat.  Write 
the  name  of  your  church  on.  each 
copy  and  a  note  saying  you  hope 
an  article  in  the  magazine  will  be 
particularly  helpful  to  the  reader. 

10.  Leave  a  sealed  candy  bar  or 
snack  near  the  electric  meter 
attached  to  your  home.  Attach  a 
tract  or  a  note  of  “Good  News”  to 
the  candy  bar  and  state  that  you 
would  like  to  share  both. 

11.  Leave  a  cold  drink  of  water 
for  the  person  who  picks  up  your 
garbage.  Attach  a  note  including 
John  4:14. 

12.  Leave  a  “Here’s  an  Extra 
Tip”  tract  (available  from  Broad- 
man  Press)  with  your  gratuity  at 
restaurants. 

13.  Ask  your  pastor  to  make  a 
10  to  15-minute  video  presenting 
the  plan  of  salvation  and  explain¬ 
ing  baptism.  Share  the  video  with 
a  lost  mend. 

14.  Go  to  the  local  place  where 
neighborhood  boys  shoot  basket¬ 
ball.  Ask  if  you  can  join  the  game. 
Ask  if  you  can  share  a  Bible  verse 
with  thehi  before  you  leave. 

15.  Use  the  tract  "Thank  You” 
(available  from  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union)  to  express  appreci¬ 
ation  to  one  who  has  served  you, 
such  as  a  hairdresser  or  clerk. 


16.  Visit  a  lonely  senior  adult 
living  at  home,  in  a  retirement 
center,  or  in  a  nursing  facility. 
Share  John  14:1-6  and  present  the 
gospel. 

17.  When  someone  greets  you 
with. “have  a  good  day”  respond 
with,  “Thank  you.  That  makes  me 
feel  good.  Now,  let  me  give  you 
some  good  news.  Has  anyone  told 
you  today  that  Jesus  loves  you? 
The  Bible  says...”  Quote  John 
3:16. 

18.  Wear  a  T-shirt  with  a  Chris¬ 


Here's  Hope. 

Share  Jesus  Now 


tian  message.  Use  the  printed  mes¬ 
sage  as  an  opportunity  to  share 
Christ  with  someone. 

19.  Write  out  your  personal  tes¬ 
timony.  Practice  giving  it  by  shar¬ 
ing  it  with  a  friend.  Ask  if  your 
friend  has  had  a  similar  experi¬ 
ence. 

20.  Write  a  note  of  congratula¬ 
tions  when  a  friend,  neighbor,  or 
family  member  is  recognized  for 
success.  Share  how  every  good 
and  perfect  gift  is  from  above. 

21.  Look  for  a  person  at  work 
who  is  not  happy.  Develop  a 
friendship  with  him  or  her.  Share 
your  source  of  happiness. 

22.  Develop  a  personal  tutoring 
ministry  for  children  or  students 
who  need  to  learn  English.  Use  the 
ministry  for  opportunities  to  share 
Christ. 

23.  Rent  the  video  “Jesus  of 
Nazareth”  and  invite  a  group  of 
internationals  to  view  the  film 
with  you.  Explain  how  they  can 
receive  Christ  as  Savior. 

24.  Call  someone  who  has 
received  discouraging  news  lately. 
Share  that  God  loves  them  and  is 
sufficient  for  all  their  needs. 
Include  a  personal  testimony  of 
how  God  sustained  you  in  your 
hour  of  need. 

25.  When  you  notice  a  stranger 
reading  a  newspaper,  offer  a  gos¬ 
pel  booklet  and  say,  “Excuse  me, 
would  you  like  to  read  some  good 
news  that  you  might  not  find  in 
there?” 

26.  Cross-stitch  attractive  book 
markers  with  a  gospel  message. 
Share  them  with  non-Christian 
friends  who  enjoy  reading. 

27.  Share  a  Christian  book  with 
a  friend.  Tell  him  that  after  he 
reads  it  you  would  like  to  hear  his 
opinion  of  it. 

28.  Share  a  tape  of  one  of  your 
pastor’s  sermons  with  a  friend  or 
neighbor.  Use  this  as  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  share  the  plan  of  salva¬ 
tion. 

29.  Include  a  gospel  tract  and  a 
note  of  appreciation  along  with  a 
brief  personal  testimony  when  you 
mail  your  monthly  utility  pay¬ 
ments. 

30.  Make  a  visit  to  new  parents. 
Take  a  copy  of  Parent  Life  to 
share  with  them.  Leave  a  note 


sharing  your  joy  and  Psalm  127:3 
with  them. 

31.  Wear  a  “Power  Band.” 
Share  the  meaning  of  each  colored 
bead  with  a  lost  friend. 

32.  Do  something  special  for 
someone  you  work  with.  Tell  him 
you  enjoy  helping  others  because 
this  is  one  way  you  share  Christ’s 
love. 

33.  Send  a  friend  a  Valentine 
card  and  a  gospel  tract  sharing 
about  God’s  love. 

34.  Take  a  walk  with^your 

grandchild  and  tell 
him  or  her  about  when 
rtACi  you  trusted  in  Christ. 
/I  35.  When  your 

children  invite  friends 

NJfMAJ  t0  a  sieeP*over*  use 

’v/VV.  the  family  devotion 
time  to  share  John 

3:16. 

36.  Take  food  to  a  new  neigh¬ 
bor.  Include  a  note  of  welcome 
and  a  favorite  Bible  verse. 

37.  Host  a  birthday  party  for  a 
family  member,  inviting  friends 
and  neighbors.  Tell  the  group 
about  your  spiritual  birthday. 

38.  Write  a  letter  to  a  lost  rela¬ 
tive.  Share  what  Christ  means  to 
you. 

39.  Host  a  dinner  party  or  pic¬ 
nic  for  neighbors.  Talk  about  rela¬ 
tionships,  including  your  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus. 

40.  Write  a  letter  to  your  physi¬ 
cian,  thanking  him  for  his  care. 
Include  an  acknowledgement  of 
the  Great  Physician. 

41.  Invite  an  unsaved  family 
member,  friend,  or  neighbor  to 
view  a  Billy  Graham  crusade  pro¬ 
gram  with  you  in  your  home  when 
being  shown  in  your  local  viewing 
area. 

42.  Host  a  Christmas,  Easter,  or 
other  Christian  holiday  celebra¬ 
tion,  inviting  neighbors  and  com¬ 
munity  public  servants.  Share  a 
brief  devotional  and  tell  how 
Christ  has  made  this  holiday  sea¬ 
son  special  to  your  family. 

43.  Write  a  letter  of  thanks  to 
your  local  elected  officials.  Tell 
them  that  you  will  pray  for  them 
as  they  seek  to  be  of  service  to  the 
community.  Include  a  reference  to 
your  faith. 

44.  Demonstrate  the  love  of 
Christ  with  the  giving  of  a  gift. 
Share  fresh  produce  or  fruit  from 
your  garden.  Tell  the  receiver  you 
enjoy  sharing  the  love  of  Christ 
with  others. 

45.  Offer  your  yard  for  a  back¬ 
yard  Vacation  Bible  School  or 
Backyard  Bible  Club. 

46.  Plan  a  wild  game  dinner 
inviting  hunters  in  your  communi¬ 
ty  to  bring  a  dish.  Ask  a  popular 
Christian  sportsman  to  tell  stories 
of  interest,  share  his  personal  testi¬ 
mony,  and  present  the  gospel. 

47.  Conduct  a  small-scale 
health  fair  in  a  low-income  hous¬ 
ing  area.  Use  Christian  profession¬ 
als  to  screen  cholesterol  and  blood 
pressure  levels.  Conclude  the 
screening  with  a  Christian  doctor 
or  nurse  sharing  a  gospel  presenta¬ 
tion. 


Seven  students  with  Mississippi  ties  received  doctoral  degrees  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary  during  commencement  exercises  Dec.  16.  Stand¬ 
ing  with  Landrum  Leavell  (center),  seminary  president,  they  are  (left  to 
right):  front  row,  Frank  Catanzaro,  formerly  a  youth/music  director  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  doctor  of  education;  C.  Darreyl  Duggar,  formerly  youth  minister 
at  Siloam  Church,  Bude,  doctor  of  philosophy  in  psychology  and  counsel¬ 
ing;  Les  Hughes,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Summit,  doctor  of  philosophy  in 
New  Testament;  James  K.  Smith,  pastor  of  Mt.  Gilead  Church,  Meridian, 
doctor  of  ministry  in  pastoral  ministries;  back  row,  A.  Blaine  Allen,  pastor 
of  Faith  Church,  Starkville,  doctor  of  ministry  in  pastoral  ministries;, 
Richard  Patterson,  former  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Columbia,  doctor 
of  ministry;  and  LaRue  Stephens,  pastor  of  McDowell  Road  Church,  Jack- 
son,  doctor  of  philosophy  in  Old  Testament  and  Hebrew.  (N0BTS  photo) 

NOBTS  graduates  a  host 
of  Mississippi  students 


A  total  of  13  Mississippians 
received  masters  and  associate 
degrees  Dec.  16  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  The  graduates 
include: 

Master  of  church  music 

Kelly  McGinnis  of  Memphis, 
former  music  minister  at  Lexie 
Church,  Tylertown. 

Master  of  divinity 

Ruben  Raquel  of  Honolulu, 
pastor  of  International  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship  in  Gulfport. 

J.  Keith  Grubbs  of  Pearl,  pastor 
of  Walker  Hill  Church  in  Brandon. 

Katherine  M.  Cochran  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  psychiatric  technician  at 
West  Jefferson  Medical  Center  in 
Marerro,  La. 

Jeff  W.  Crook  of  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  pastor  of  SpringfCottage 
Church  in  Columbia. 

Daniel  Heeringa  of  Greenville, 
S.C.,  pastor  of  South  28th  Avenue 
Church  in  Hattiesburg. 


Richard  W.  Johnson  of 
Lafayette,  La.,  pastor  of  Shoreline 
Park  Church  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 

Master  of  arts  in 
Christian  education 
Kenneth  D.  Talley  of  Jackson, 
music  minister  at  New  Palestine 
Church  in  Picayune. 

Tullos  L.  Jones  Jr.  of  Laurel, 
music  minister  at  Amite  Church  in 
Denham  Springs,  La. 

John  A.  Moody  of  Natchez, 
education/administration  minister 
at  Calvary  Church,  Marietta,  Ga. 

Robert  McKay  Pearce  of 
Purvis,  music/education  minister 
at  First  Church,  Oak  Grove,  La. 
Associate  of  divinity 
Issac  M.  Gossett  of  Ocala,  Fla., 
pastor  of  First  Southern  Church  in 
Pearlington. 

Associate  of  Christian  studies 
Eric  P.  Naquin  of  Bourg,  La., 
pastor  of  Big  Springs  Church  in 
Brookhaven. 


CBF  names  Mississippian 
Prevost  to  key  position 


ATLANTA  —  Tom  Prevost, 
director  of  the  missions  ministries 
and  partnership  division  for  the 
Baptist  General  Association  of 
Virginia,  has  been  elected  to  the 
global  missions  staff  of  the  Coop¬ 
erative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF). 

Prevost,  48,  will  become  asso¬ 
ciate  missions  coordinator  for 
administration  and  missions  vol¬ 
unteers  for  the  Atlanta-based  orga¬ 
nization  Feb.  1. 

CBF  Global  Missions  Coordi¬ 
nator  R.  Keith  Parks  welcomed 
Prevost’s  addition  as  “a  providen¬ 
tial  match.” 

In  a  revamped  position,  Prevost 
will  oversee  misstons  administra¬ 
tion  and  the  organization’s  short¬ 
term  volunteer  missions  activities. 

Prevost  has  served  on  the  mis¬ 
sions  staff  of  the  Virginia  Baptist 
General  Board  since  1992.  From 
1983-92,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  staff, 


including  more  than  four  years  as 
director  of  the  FMB’s  Internation¬ 
al  Service  Department.  Previously, 
he  served  as  pastor  of  Baptist 
churches  in  California  and  West 
Virginia  and  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
home  missionary  in  Arizona.  The 
Mississippi  native  is  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton, 
and  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.,  where  he  earned  the 
master  of  divinity  and  the  doctor 
of  ministry  degree. 

“I  think  CBF  is  trying  to  do 
missions  in  ways  that  fit  our  pre¬ 
sent  era,”  said  Prevost.  He  credits 
the  Fellowship  with  “exploring 
innovative,  creative  ways  for  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  and  individuals  to 
work  together  for  the  sake  of  the 
gospel.  I’m  hoping  CBF  can  stay 
light  on  its  feet  and  be  a  creative 
resource  to  Baptist  churches  rather 
than  merely  adopting  old  institu¬ 
tional,  corporate  models.” 


“As  the  Twig  is  Bent...” 

Theological  institutions  and  the  J.P.  Boyce  legacy 


By  Frank  Stagg 


means  no  women 


“Justas  the  twig  is  bent,  the  tree’s 
inclined.”  • 

Just  so,  the  plight  of  Southern  Baptist 
theological  education  is  largely  the  outcome 
of  the  legacy  of  James  PetignrBoyce.  More 
than  any  other,  he  bent  Southern  Seminary 
from  its  conception  — 
and  subsequently  all 
Southern  Baptist  theolog¬ 
ical  institutions  —  by  his 
proposal  of  “Three 
Changes  in  Theological 
Institutions”  in  his  July 
31,  1856,  inaugural 

address  as  professor  of 
theology  at  Furman  Uni- 
Stagg  versity  (see  below). 

86  It  appears  that  Presi¬ 

dent  A1  Mohler  intends  to  enforce  upon 
Southern  Seminary  professors  the  “Abstract 
of  Principles,”  strictly  interpreted  as  intend¬ 
ed  by  the  foundeis. 

Ominous  though  this  be,  the  grim  reality 
is  that  this  is  precisely  what  Boyce  explicit¬ 
ly  and  emphatically  demanded  in  1856, 
before  the  Abstract  was  drafted  by  Basil 
Manly  Jr.  in  1858.  The  real  questions  are 
the  validity  of  Manly’s  Abstract  and 
Boyce’s  creedal  mandate. 

“Back  to  Boyce”  means  teaching  that 
God  has  chosen  to  give  “saving  grace”  to 
“the  elect”  only.  It  means  proclaiming  “out¬ 
ward  calling”  to  all,  with  “effective  calling”  ' 
possible  to  those  only  whom  God  has  cho¬ 
sen  to  give  “saving  grace.” 

“Back  to  Boyce”  means  no  women 
teaching  theology  to  men,  and  also  no 
women  enrolled 
as  students! 

Even  Lottie 

Moon  could  not  Tn 

have  enrolled  in  -|  O  UUICD 

or  audited  a  I  clial 

Southern  Semi-  I  ^B| 

nary  class  as  ^  ^  Sdltim 

long  as  Boyce 

hved^*s  ideas  speculative, 

John  a.  able....  Agree 

Broadus  called  v 

Lottie  Moon  standard  sho 

“the  most  edu¬ 
cated  (cultured)  —  James  1 

woman  in  the 
South,”  but  even 

he  contended  w 

that  women  keep  silent  in  church.  Not  until 
1900,  after  the  deaths  of  its  four  founders, 
were  women  permitted  even  to  audit  classes 
at  Southern  Seminary,  on  condition  that 
they  be  silent. 

Boyce  gave  himself,  his  energies,  and 
much  of  his  wealth  to  Southern  Baptists. 
Sadly,  he  built  into  Southern  Seminary  a 
major  flaw  which  has  plagued  the  seminary 
from  its  founding.  He  did  so  in  making  an 
“abstract  of  faith”  or  “abstract  of  doctrine” 
the  non-negotiable  condition  for  his  sup¬ 
port. 

That  for  generations  Southern  Seminary 
went  beyond  Boyce’s  vision  was  possible 
only  because  the  Boyce  mandate  was  only 

Sartially  followed.  Significantly,  it  was 
ohn  Broadus  who  advised  William  Heth 
Whitsitt  to  study  in  Germany,  a  violation  -of 
Boyce’s  second  “change,”  his  call  for  free¬ 
dom  from  German  scholarship! 

When  the  SBC  was  organized  in  Augus¬ 
ta),  Ga.,  in  1845,  no  confession  of  faith  was 
adopted.  It  is  an  irony  that  it  was  a  seminary 
precedent  which  contributed  to  the  SBC’s 
becoming  a  creedal  body. 


The  Fateful  Proposal 


N 


In  bis  1856  inaugural  address,  Boyce  laid 
down  three  essentials  for  theological  institu¬ 
tions: 

1.  Theological  education  for  non-col¬ 
lege  ministers.  This  concern  has  been  hon¬ 
ored  from  the  start.  Non-college  students 
were  admitted  to  Southern  Seminary  from 
the  outset  and  to  the  seminaries  which  fol¬ 
lowed.  Boyce  Bible  School  at  Southern 
seeks  to  maximize  Boyce’s  vision. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  itself  is  largely  a  fulfillment  of 
Boyce’s  vision.. .The  term  “Broadman”  is  a 
coinage  from  the  names  Broadus  and 
Manly,  two  who  shared  Boyce’s  vision  and 
were  chief  founders  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 

2.  Advanced  studies  to  equip  ministers 
for  research  and  writing.  Boyce’s  concern 
for  scholarship  got  off  to  a  brilliant  start  and 
continued  until  the  present,  albeit  not  as  he 
intended. 

The  first  name  listed  in  that  first  class  in 
Greenville,  S.C.,  in  1859  was  Crawford 
Howell  Toy,  later  internationally  renowned 
professor  at  Harvard.  In  1867  William  Heth 
Whitsitt  enrolled  in  Southern  Seminary,  and 
his  scholarship  would  have  graced  any  sem¬ 
inary  or  university.  Caught  between 
Boyce’s  second  and  third  proposals.  Toy 
and  Whitsitt  were  forced  out  of  Southern 
Seminary. 

Through  the  years  came  a  stream  of 
scholars  equipped  for  scholarly  writing. 
That  such  scholarship  for  any  did  not  come 
to  fuller  expression 
was  due  to  the 
omnipresence  of 

k  T o  difference,  however  ££^££££,2 
XI  slight,  no  peculiar 

1  sentiments,  however  !“h°r  "  but 

Publish  prepared  to 

speculative,  is  here  allow-  p®***  t~ 

r  3.  An  abstract 

able....  Agreement  with  the  of  principles,  of 

&  Boyce’s  “Three 

standard  should  be  exact.  ”  changes  in  Theo- 

.  .  ..  logical  Institutions,” 

—  James  Petigru  Boyce  the  most  important 

to  him  was  an 
abstract  of  princi¬ 
ples,  binding  as  he 
intended  it  upon  all  professors  as  pledged 
by  their  signatures.  Boyce  was  explicit  that 
this  was  no  mere  formality.  No  professor 
was  to  have  his  private  interpretation  of  the 
abstract. 

The  Professor's  Obligation 

In  his  1856  address  Boyce  was  explicit 
as  to  requirements  for  the  seminary  profes¬ 
sor:  “No  difference,  however  slight,  no 
peculiar  sentiments,  however  speculative,  is 
here  allowable.  His  agreement  with  the 
standard  should  be  exact.  His  declaration  of 
it  should  be  based  upon  no  mental  reserva¬ 
tion,  upon  no  private  understanding  with 
those  who  immediately  invest  him  into 
office;  but  the  articles  to  be  taught  having 
been  fully  and  distinctly  laid  down,  he 
should  be  able  to  say  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  Word  of  God  that  he  knows  these  arti¬ 
cles  to  be  an  exact  summary  of  the  truth 
therein  contained.”  An  inerrant  abstract! 

Describing  the  professor’s  role,  Boyce 
said,  “But  the  theological  professor  is  to 
teach  ministers,  to  place  the  truth,  and  all 
the  errors  connected  with  it  in  such  a  man¬ 


ner  before  his  pupils,  that  they  shall  arrive 
at  the  truth  without  danger  of  any  mixture 
of  error  therewith.” 

Further,  “God  in  His  mercy  preserve  the 
instructors  from  the  crime  of  a  single  error, 
however  unimportant,  and  grant  unto  all  our 
boards  the  grace  necessary  for  faithfulness 
to  the  trusts  developed  upon  them,  that  false 
doctrine,  however 
trifling,  may  . 
receive  no  counte-  .- 
nance.”  t 

f  ur  w 

The  Inescapable  B  B  u  r 

Dilemma  B  B  be  I 


Our  ‘whence’  must  not 
be  Boyce,  but  Jesus 
Christ  as  best  we  can 
understand  the  biblical  witness 
to  his  word  and  his  way.  Our 
calling  is  not  to  inculcate 
creeds  but  to  an  inquiring 

faith....” 

i  —  Frank  Stagg 


It  is  precisely  v_inis 

understand  the 
bolEt/.og^  *o  hls  word  a 

fulfillment  and  its  Call  in  2  is 

impasse.  ® 

Two  of  creeds  bul 

Boyce  s  proposals 
were  on  a  colli¬ 
sion  course  from 
the  outset:  schol-  ) 
arship  suited  to 
writing  and  an 
abstract  of  princi¬ 
ples  designed  to  shelter  truth. 

Of  course,  to  Boyce  both  proposals  were 
supposed  to  shelter  truth. 

What  Boyce  intended  was  that  Baptist 
professors  trained  under  “the  Anglo  Saxon 
mind”  and  capable  of  theological  writing 
should  free  B  aptists  from  dependence  upon 
the  writing  of  European  scholars,  Germans 
especially.  He  saw  these  European  scholars 
as  theologically  unsound  and  as  wilfully 
misrepresenting  Baptists  as  to  their  origin 
and  conduct. 

Boyce  saw  scholarly  research  not  so 
much  a  search  for  truth  as  safeguarding  it 
Toy,  Whitsitt,  and  others  saw  it  otherwise. 
Boyce  warned  against  the  threat  of  unsound 
doctrine  and  argued  that  an  abstract  of  faith 
was  necessary  to  insure  the  truth  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  He  defended  a  creedal  status  for  the 
proposed  abstract.  He  overlooked  the  fact 
that  an  abstract  can  protect  error  as  well  as 
truth.  He  failed  to  reckon  with  his  own  fini- 
tude  and  fallibility  and  that  of  all  who  theol¬ 
ogize  or  issue  confessions  or  creeds. 

The  Chotce  of  Doctrines 

The  principle  by  which  Boyce  selected 
doctrines  to  be  included  in  the  Abstract  is 
problematic.  He  included  only  such  doc¬ 
trines  as  were  seen  as  held  generally  by 
Baptists,  excluding  those  perceived  as  con¬ 
troversial,  like  Landmarkism,  open  or 
closed  communion,  and  “alien  immersion.” 
He  seemingly  failed  to  see  that  consensus  is 
not  an  unfailing  test  for  truth. 

Interestingly,  by  its  omissions  the 
Abstract  shielded  one  of  the  four  founders. 
William  Williams  openly  accepted  “alien 
immersion”;  and  when  attacked,  Boyce 
defended  his  right  to  his  position,  even 
though  Boyce  opposed  “alien  immersion.” 

Boyce  and  Manly  received  their  theolog¬ 
ical  training  in  Princeton  Seminary,  with 
Charles  Hodge  as  mentor.  Their  modified 
Calvinism  is  embedded  in  the  1858 
Abstract.  A  glaring  example  is  Article  V: 
“Election  is  God’s  eternal  choice  of  some 
persons  unto  everlasting  life....”  Predestina¬ 
tion,  limited  atonement,  and  irresistible 
grace  belong  to  this  Calvinism. 

If  applied  logically.  Article  V  makes 


missions  and  evangelism  a  mere  formality, 
with  “salvation”  and  “reprobation”  settled 
before  the  creation. 

This  was  the  Calvinism  which  rebuked 
William  Carey:  “Sit  down  young  man,  if 
God  wants  to  save  the  heathen,  he  will  do  it 
without  your  help.” 

’Boyce  supported  missions  as  an  “out¬ 
ward  calling,”  but 
he  held  that  only 
-to  “the  elect” 
,  ,  .  could  it  be  an 

ience  must  not  “effective  Caii- 
oyce,  but  Jesus 
as  best  we  can 
’iblical  witness  el“s  °S,cantlyi 
id  his  way.  Our  ^sjnauB‘"rcai 
[lot  to  inculcate  warned  against 

Armeniamsm , 

to  an  inquiring  condemning  it 

1  v  along  with  Camp- 

faith...  ”  bellism;  but  he  did 
not  warn  against 

-  Frank  Stagg  Calvinism.  His 

zeal  for  missions 
implies  a  modified 
Calvinism,  a 
hybrid  of  Particular  Baptists  (Calvinistic) 
and  General  Baptists  (Armenian),  as  in  the 
Abstract. 

The  Place  in  Tradition 

Through  most  of  Southern  Seminary’s 
years,  professors  were  permitted  to  sign  the 
Abstract  of  Principles  as  they  interpreted  it, 
contrary  to  Boyce’s  demand. 

W.O.  Carver  reflected  this  in  a 
Founders’  Day  Address  (The  Review  and 
Expositor,  April  1946,  pp.  131-149).  He 
charged  that  the  Abstract  of  Principles,  “like 
all  creeds,  was  influenced  by  current  trends 
and  controversies”  and  that  such  should  be 
revised  at  least  every  50  years  (p.  142).  He 
pointed  out  the  influence  of  “Princeton  the¬ 
ology”  and,  indirectly,  the  Westminster 
Confession  (Presbyterian)  upon  the  Abstract 
of  Principles.  - 

Creeds  like  the  Abstract  of  Principles 
survive  only  by  arbitrary  power.  Theologi¬ 
cal  writings  otherwise  must  live  or  die  on 
their  power  to  persuade.  It  is  significant  that 
E.Y.  Mullins  dedicated  his  The  Christian 
Religion  In  Its  Doctrinal  Expression 
(1917)  to  James  Petigru  Boyce,  but  through 
his  514  pages  he  makes  not  one  mention  of 
Boyce  or  Boyce’s  own  Abstract  of  Sys¬ 
tematic  Theology  (1877).  Mullins’  own 
dated  theology  faded  out  in  the  1940s,  “par 
for  the  course”  for  most  theological  writing. 

If  we  now  return  to  Boyce  and  the 
Abstract  of  Principles,  it  will  be  bondage  to 
a  mixture  of  truth  and  error,  frustrating  hon¬ 
est  and  competent  search  for  truth,  and 
excluding  women.  As  Bultmann  comment¬ 
ed  on  Jesus’  word  to  Nicodemus,  we  must 
have  a  new  “whence”  (in  German,  woher)  if 
we  are  to  have  a  new  “whither”  (German, 
wohin). 

Our  “whence”  must  be  not  Boyce,  but 
Jesus  Christ  as  best  we  can  understand  the 
biblical  witness  to  his  Word  and  his  way. 
Our  calling  is  not  to  inculcate  creeds  but  to 
an  inquiring  faith:  fides  quaerens  intellec- 
turn,  “faith  seeking  understanding.”* 

Stagg  is  professor  emeritus.  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.  He  lives  in  Dia- 
mondhead. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


the  churches  in  a  timely  manner,  ly  embraces  a  Calvinistic  doctrine  sacrifice  was  in  vain.  But  praise  he  turned  the  air  conditioner  ther- 
We  anticipate  having  an  up-to-  while  at  the  same  time  is  being  and  adoration  to  the  Lord  of  mostat  as  low  as  it  would  go  until 
date,  efficient  system  in  place  by  praised  as  a  Southern  Baptist  con-  glory,  his  sacrificial  death  was  not  he  froze  to  death  all  the  members 
1996-97.  servative?  (My  thoughts  are  that  in  vain,  but  to  whosoever  will  of  who  kept  complaining,  “It  is  too 

It  is  still  our  intent  to  move  he  is  not  to  be  praised,  but  rather  the  whole  world.  I  feel  that  I  can-  warm  in  here.” 
ahead  with  the  seasonal  release  rebuked.)  I  think  we  can  find  a  not  remain  silent  on  this  article.  The  next  Sunday  he  turned  the 

cycle.  Personnel  in  the  Church  description  of  him  and  all  others  Jimmie  Mobley  ,  heat  .thermostat  as  high  as  it 

Growth  Group  will  be  making  a  like-minded  in  2  Peter  1.  Why  Columbia  would  go  until  he  burned  to  death 

decision  in  1995  as  to  when  to  also  should  monies  sent  to  the  all  the  people  who  had  been  coin- 

institute  the  change.  Cooperative  Program  be  thrown  Looking  for  president  plaining,  “It  is  too  cold  in  here." . 

In  the  meantime,  thank  you  for  to  the  wind?  Finances  that  are  After  several  high-class  funer- 

your  support  of  the  Baptist  Sun-  intended  to  be  used  for  the  propa-  Editor:  als,  the  complaining  stopped! 

day  School  Board.  Our  desire  is  gation  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  The  president  search  commit-  Howard  T.  Scarborough 

to  meet  your  needs.  We  want  to  Christ  to  all  the  world,  and  not  to  tee  Qf  Midwestern  Seminary  is  Jackson 

hear  from  you  when  the  things  we  be  wasted  on  the  salaries  of  the  now  receiving  recommendations 

produce  help  you  to  reach  some-  false  teachers  and  professors  like  and  resumes  for  the  office  of  Small  church  blessed 
one  for  Christ,  assist  people  in  Albert  Mohler  who  seem  to  know  president.  Recommendations  will 

growing  in  their  faith,  or  enlarge  more  about  God’s  Holy  Word  be  received  until  March  15.  All 

your  scope  of  ministry  through  than  God  himself  does.  God’s  correspondence  should  be  sent  to: 

starting  a  new  Sunday  School  or  Word  says  they  are  wells  without  Search  Committee,  Attn:  Chair- 

mission.  We  also  want  to  knbw  water.  *  man,  Midwestern  Baptist  Theo- 

when  we  fall  short.  We  want  to  My  Bible  teaches  that  all  men  logical  Seminary,  P.O.  Box  9868, 
be  partners  with  you  in  the  excit-  everywhere,  regardless  of  race  or  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80932. 
ing  journey  of  Great  Commission  nationality,  will  have  the  opportu-  Ronnie  W.  Rogers 

ministry.  nity  to  hear  the  gospel  of  Jesus  President  search  committee 

Jimmy  Draper,  president  Christ  and,  hearing,  will  have  the 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  opportunity  by  the  convicting 
Nashville  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  to 

trust  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior  or 
Calvinism  VS.  truth  reject  him.  Nowhere  does  the 

Bible  teach  that  the  shed  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ  was  just  for  a  select 
few.  If  he  died  for  just  a  few  and 
not  for  all  of  mankind,  then  his 


Editor: 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  express  my  personal  regret  for 
any  inconvenience  caused  by  our 
recent  decision  to  delay  changing 
the  quarterly  release  dates  for  our 
Sundajr  School,  Discipleship 
Training,  and  Church  Music 
dated  curricula. 

As  many  of  you  know,  we  had 
earlier  announced  plans  to  switch 
to  a  seasonal  release  cycle  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1995.  Research  among 
churches  showed  that  the  number 
one  desired  improvement  in  our 
literature  was  increased  rele¬ 
vance.  Another  frequent  request 
was  to  change  quarterly  release 
dates  to  accommodate  the  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  churches  launching 
their  church  year  in  September. 

There  were  two  major  factors 
in  our  decision  to  delay  changing 
quarterly  release  dates.  The  first 
was  the  financial  strain  that  mov¬ 
ing  ahead  in  1995-96  would  place 
on  us  at  a  time  when  we  are  tak¬ 
ing  steps  to  improve  our  financial 
health.  The  second  was  problems 
with  internal  processes,  particu¬ 
larly  distribution. 

In  the  last  year,  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  has 
embarked  on  a  process  of  contin¬ 
uous  improvement  of  our  materi¬ 
als  for  churches.  We  had  come  to 
realize  that,  with  our  current  dis¬ 
tribution  system,  we  were  run¬ 
ning  the  risk  of  producing  materi¬ 
als  for  the  seasonal  cycle  and 
then  being  unable  to  get  them  to 


Editor: 

I  am  a  member  of  Riverpori 
Church,  Greenville.  I  receive  your 
paper  all  the  time,  and  thought 
you  might  like  to  hear  how  we 
built  a  new  house  of  worship  here. 
It  was  done  by  members  and  God. , 
It  was  done  in  about  four  months 
and  nothing  is  owed  on  it,  thank 
God.  But  I  am  sure  Neal  Cordel 
could  tell  you  more  than  1.  He  was 
there  all  the  time. 

We  (had)  opening  services  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  18.  Say  a  prayer  for 
us. 

John  Grimes 

Greenville 


Tug-of-war  resolved 

Editor: 

A  pastor  several  years  ago 
solved  the  heating/cooling  dis¬ 
pute  in  his  church  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  manner: 

On  a  certain  Sunday  morning 


Editor: 

In  response  to  your  article  on 
Calvinism  in  the  Dec.  8  issue  of 
The  Baptist  Record,  I  must  ask 
why  there  should  be  any  contro¬ 
versy  over  Calvinistic  doctrine 
and  biblical  truth  among  Southern 
Baptists?  And  again,  why  should 
we  as  believers  in  the  inerrant 
Word  of  God  allow  the  faculty 
and  board  of  trustees  of  Southern 
Seminary  to  hire  a  man  that  total- 


Native  Mississippian  offers  faith 
to  Portland’s  inner  city  addicts 


"  ^oOt-JcuneOtedA  of  Ue*t&  <t C  t&e  Sout^MAtA 
fadtedt  qnot# Ouf  dtueteett  cottfruetcc.  " 

Q  Concerts  OBeach  Trips  OTalent  Shows 

OContemporary  Worship  OFamily  Groups 
OLeadership  Development  ORecreation 
Oln-Depth  Bible  Studies  OC  uet  Time  Training 
ODiscipleshipTrait  ng 

23  /W  26  -  30 


Charleston  Southern  University 

Eighth  Annual  Student  Conference 
For  registration  information  call  1-800-401-7675. 
'Promoting  Academic  Excellence  in  a  Christian  Environment 


ert 

Whitehead 
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Shades  of  Winter 


By  Charles  R.  Swindoll 


(.iistom  Church 
Interiors.  Inc. 


The  Metro  (Hinds-Madison) 
Association  will  host  a  workshop, 
‘Tutoring  Children  and  Youth  as 
Ministry,”  on  Jan.  14  and  21  at  its 
offices  in  Jackson.  Each  session 
will  be  held  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3:30 
p.m.  Drinks  will  be  provided,  but 
participants  should  bring  their  own 
sack  lunches.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Jeanette  Canzoneri  at 
(601)372-0609. 


Clarence  J. 
Hughes,  85, 
dies  Dec.  21 


Crowder  Church  recently  held  a  noteburning  ceremony  to  celebrate  the 
retirement  of  the  debt  on  its  5-year-old  family  life  center.  Building  com¬ 
mittee  members  who  participated  in  the  ceremony  (left  to  right)  were: 
Bobby  Shields,  Joan  Bailey,  Peggy  Griffin,  Tommy  Austin,  James  W. 
Waller,  Gary  Elliott,  and  Harvey  Sewell,  pastor. 


Clarence  J.  Hughes,  85,  died  of 
congestive  heart  failure  Dec.  21  at 
River  Oaks  Hospital  in  Flowood. 

Services  were  held  Dec.  23  at 
McLaurin  Heights  Church,  Pearl, 
with  burial  in  Floral  Mils  Cemetery. 

Hughes,  a  Magee  native,  was 
ordained  to  preach  by  Pine  Grove 
Church  in  Simpson  County  on 
Nov.  17,  1932.  He  attended  Clarke 
College  and  received  a  bachelor’s 
degree  from  Mississippi  College. 
He  pastored  many  churches,  both 
full-time  and  part-time,  in  Scott, 
Jasper,  Jones,  Smith,  and  Simpson 
counties,  as  well  as  two  churches 
in  Arizona.  Failing  health  forced 
him  to  retire  after  50  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  He  was  also  a  school  teacher 
for  21  years. 

Survivors  include  his  wife  Win¬ 
nie  Jane;  daughters,  Florence 
Meadows  of  Pearl,  Jane  Rawls  of 
Hebron  Church,  Smlthdale,  spent  560  hours  creating  a  float  for  the  Southaven,  and  Marilyn  Holcomb 
Liberty  Christmas  parade.  The  float  depicted  the  story  of  the  life  of  Christ,  of  Columbus;  son  A1  of  Crystal 
and  won  first  prize,  making  it  the  second  win  for  the  church  in  as  many  Springs;  20  grandchildren;  and  38 
years.  great-grandchildren. 


along  with  flies  and  mosquitoes  at 
an  August  picnic.  What  a  differ¬ 
ence  perspective  makes!  , 
Winter...  the  ideal  occasion  to 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
_ Complete  Renovations 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Southwestern 
grants  degrees 

FORT  WORTH  —  Six  Missis- 
sippians  graduated  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary  during  com¬ 
mencement  ceremonies  Dec.  16. 

Bill  Patterson  of  Hattiesburg 
received  the  doctor  of  ministry 
degree.  He  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Henderson,  Ky. 

Receiving  the  master  of  arts  in 
religious  education  were:  Susan  H. 
Heiden  of  Jackson,  Harold  E.  Irby 
of  Looxahoma,  and  Philip  E.  Thur¬ 
man  of  Monticello. 

Maura  Ann  Harrell  of  Jackson 
and  William  G.  Porter  of  Baldwyn 
also  received  the  master  of  arts  in 
religious  education,  along  with  the 
master  of  arts  in  marriage  and 
family  counseling. 


*  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  exes 
name,  address,  zip  coda,  and  phone  number 


CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
pulpit/judicial  robes,  paraments.  (601)693-4451. 

MURPHY  ROBES/Mac  s  Robes, 

Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 
Dealer.  Jackson  area  (601)  825-  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
1317,  statewide  1 -800-898-MACS.  Repair.  MURPHY  ROBE  SALES. 

Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1 -800- 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR.  368-2705. 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 

large  or  small.  Statewide  service.  LOOK  •  COPPERNOSE  BREAM 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  grows  3  lbs.  and  more.  Phone 
Repair,  118  S.  McCrary  Rd.,  (601)267-9859,267-3629. 
Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800- 

349-2882.  VICE  PRESIDENTIAL  SEARCH: 

Southwest  Baptist  University 
BUS  FOR  SALE:  Blue  Bird,  46-  seeks  vice  president  for  admis- 
passenger,  Good  Mechanical  *  sions  and  student  life.  Candidates 

must  be  Southern  Baptist  and 
must  have  experience  in  higher 
education  admissions.  Salary  and 
benefits  commensurate  with 
experience.  Submit  resumes  and 
at  least  three  references  by  Jan. 
31,  1995  to  Search  Committee, 
c/o  President’s  Office,  SBU,  1600 
University  Ave.,  Bolivar.  MO 
65613. 


LifeAnswers  is  on  temporary  hiatus.  The  column  will  return  in  the 
January  12  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record. 

Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord.  r.O.  Box  930.  Jackson.  MS  39309-0930.  Please  be  brief.  Pbrnne 
Is  not  required.  Rememben  In  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  cun  make 
recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

(601)684-2900  McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 

Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 


*  ! 

LifeAnswers 

f  f  ¥ 

Boa  Sambo  war.  Bd.D. 

Pkst  Cbmrch. 

The  Travel  Club  362-0045  1  -800  841  -8991 

329  North  Mart  Plaza  -  Box  9445.  Jackson.  MS  39286-9445 


(Monday  -  Friday  8.00  ,rm  to  b:OQ  p.m.) 


CHERRY  BLOSSOM  FESTIVAL  IN  MACON 


ALASKA  WONDERS  —  $1875 


CHERRY  BLOSSOM  FESTIVAL  WASHINGTON 


SAN  ANTONIO  SPRING  FIESTA 


SUPER  SHOWS  &  SIGHTSEEING  BRANSON 


TULIP  FESTIVAL  PELLA,  IOWA 


GREAT  SMOKIES  JUBILEE 


CALL  FOR  FREE 
DETAILS 


Center  in  Jackson  will  sponsor  the  6262. 

following  events  during  January  Cancer  Support  Group.  2  p.m., 
1995.  For  more  information,  call  the  every  Wednesday.  (601)  968-3090. 
telephone  number  listed  after  the  Coping  for  Caregivers.  2  p.m., 
event.  every  Wednesday.  (601 )  948-6262. 

Menopause  Support  Group.  6  Child  Safety/CPR.  10  a.m.,  every 
p.m.,  Jaa  24  (meets  monthly).  (601)  Wednesday.  (601)  948-6262. 
948-6262.  Cardiac  Rebounders  Support 

Clinical  Pastoral  Education.  New  Group,  (meets  monthly).  (601)  968- 
units  begin  Jan.  6.  (601)  968-5146.  3090. 

Osteoporosis  Prevention.  12  Expectant  Siblings,  (meets 

noon,  Jan.  10  (meets  monthly),  monthly).  (601)948-6262. 
(601)948-6262.  Breastfeeding,  (meets  monthly). 

Adolescent/Y oung  Adult  Chemi-  (60 1 )  948-6262. 
cal  Abuse.  Jan.  27.  (601)  948-6262.  Pediatric  Pre-Op  Program.  6 

Post-Polio  Support  Group.  1  p.m.,  every  Monday.  Contact 

p.m.,  Jan.  28  (meets  monthly).  (601) 

968-1766. 

Pre-Hysterectomy  Class.  6  p.m., 

Jan.  26.  (601)  948-6262. 

Infertility  Support  Group.  6:30 
p.m.,  Jan.  19.  (601)  948-6262. 

Support  group  for  people  griev¬ 
ing  death  of  loved  one.  6  pjn.,  Jan. 

19  (meets  monthly).  (601)  968- 
3090. 

Breast  Cancer  Support  Group.  6 
pjn.,  Jan.  16  (meets  monthly).  (601) 

968-3090. 

Support  group  for  parents  who 
have  experienced  miscarriage, 
ectopic  pregnancy,  stillbirth,  or 
neonatal  death.  6:30  p.m.,  Jan.  12 
(meets  monthly).  (601)  968-3090. 

Arthritis  Seminar/Luncheon. 

12:15  p.m.,  Jan.  9  (meets  monthly). 

(601)  968- 1766. 

Lupus  Support  Group.  2  p.m., 


Charles  and  Marie  Hinson  of  Decatur  were  recent¬ 
ly  honored  by  First  Church,  Collinsville,  for  his  10 
years  of  service  as  minister  of  music.  The  couple  was 

le.  Charles  is 


Cedi  Vanlandlngham  (second  from  right)  was 
recently  recognized  by  Arbor  Grove  Church,  Houston, 
on  his  97th  birthday.  The  church  presented  him  a 
plaque  of  appreciation.  Wayne  King  (left),  director  of 
missions  for  Chickasaw  Association;  vanlanding- 
ham’s  wife  Marie;  and  T.0.  Martin  (right),  chairman  of 
deacons,  were  present  for  the  occasion. 


presented  a  silver  tea  service  and  a  . 
also  music  instructor  at  East  Central  Community  Col¬ 
lege;  Marie  teaches  at  Newton  County  Elementary 
School. 


State  natives 
finish  SBTS 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  —  Approx¬ 
imately  140  students  received 
graduate  degrees  from  Southern 
Seminary  during  commencement 
^.erases  Dec.  16. 

Among  them  were  two  Missis- 
sippians:  Gary  Lynn  French  tof 
Hattiesburg,  who  received  the 
master  of  arts  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  and  SrigandaArulampalam, 
who  received  the  doctor  of  philos¬ 
ophy  degree.  Son  of  Charles 
Eugene  and  Helen  Cain  of  Jack- 
son,  Arulampalam  considers  First 
Church,  Jackson,  his  home 
church. 


Ponto-  Temple  Church,  Myrtle,  recently  ordained  Marty  Cook  (second  from 
:hed  at  left)  and  Wes  Creighton  (second  from  right)  as  deacons.  Marvin  jCox 
erndon  (right),  director  of  missions  for  Union  Association,  delivered  the  message. 

Griff  Walker  (left)  is  pastor. 

David  Ron  Herrod,  pastor  of  Central 
jointed  Church,  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn., 
ey  Col-  recently  announced  that.he  will 
;n  will  begin  a  new  organization  for 
tudent  evangelism  and  missions.  The 
»oes  to  organization  will  conduct  Bible 
Univer-  conferences  in  the  U.S.,  and 
i  gradu-  devote  four  months  of  each  year 
outhem  to  overseas  evangelism  projects, 
tie  col-  For  more  information,  contact 
imple-  him  at  105  W.  Melbourne  Rd., 
abase.  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37830. 


Reynolds-Malatesta 
Tnffil  Funeral  HomeTHT 

Funeral  Pre-Arrangementij  \ 

c: _ l.  _ _ 


Victor  C. 
Johnson  Sr. 
dies  at  76 


Simple,  Safe.  Secure  jl 

atchez,  MS  442-7726 


Victor  C.  Johnson  Sr.,  76,  a 
retired  Baptist  minister,  died  of 
cancer  Dec.  16  at  his  home  in  Flo¬ 
rence. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Dec. 
19  at  Baldwin-j2ee  Funeral  Home 
in  Pearl  with  burial  in  Floral  Hills 
Cemetery  in  Pearl. 

Johnson  was  a  lifelong  resident 
of  the  Jackson  area.  He  was  a 
member  of  Harrisville  Church.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Survivors  include:  his  wife  Mil¬ 
dred,  two  daughters,  four  step¬ 
daughters,  two  sons,  a  sister,  a 
brother,  nine  grandchildren,  and 
seven  great-grandchildren. 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  GROUP  OR  TEAM-UP  WITH  US 


May  22-31  -  10  days.  7  night  LOVE  BOAT 
cruise  plus  Alaska's  Heartland.  Other  dates 
available. 


April  3-8.  Also  includes  Philadelphia,  Balti¬ 
more  &  more  —  $270. 


We  love  Church  Groups  I 
Custom-designed  tours  at 
LOWEST  prices  our 
specialty!  Free  quotes. 


April  25-29.  Hill  Country  included  —  $298. 


Over  6,600  Southern  Baptist  churches  know  that  Church  Mutual 
does.  Church  Mutual  believes  that  a  free,  on-site  insurance  inspec¬ 
tion  is  the  only  way  to  provide  a  policy  tailored  to  the  needs  of  each 
Southern  Baptist  church. .  .including  yours. 

This  free,  on-site  inspection  is  only  the  start  of  Church  Mutual's 
personalized  service.  It  continues  with  fast,  fair  handling  of  claims. 
To  request  your  free  insurance  inspection,  call  Church  Mutual's 
Mississippi  office  toll-free  today  at  1 800  525-4359. 


4  days  -  Many  dates.  Includes  4  SUPER¬ 
STAR  SHOWS,  sightseeing  &  meals  —  $264. 


NEED  A  BUS  •  FEW  DAYS,  FEW  WEEKS. 

17/25/42/46/47/55  passenger.  Cell  Bill 
Love. 


May  8-13.  Mark  Twain  Country,  Amana 
Colonies  8  Branson  show  Included  —  $288. 


95  TRAVEL  EXPO 


January  28  — 

10  a.m.-6  p.m. 

Mississippi  Trademart  -  Jackson 


May  15-4  days.  Many  shows  &  grand  sight¬ 
seeing  included  —  $189. 


Discover  personalized  protection 
from  The  Specialist- 
Church  Mutual. 


Call  for  free  tickets 


Complimentary 

GROUP  LEADER/ORGANIZER 
PLANNING  GUIDE 


Uniform 

A  leader  who  serves 


Bible  Book 

Jerusalem’s  sorrow,  plea 


Life  and  Work 

Jesus’  authority 


By  Greg  Potts 
Matthew  12 


Imagine  this:  you  and  your  family  are  on  your  way  to 
church  on  Sunday  morning.  You  pass  someone  who 
appears  to  be  experiencing  automobile  problems.  Your 
heart  tells  you  to  stop  while  your  mind  and  your  family 
reminds  you  that  you  are  late  for  Sunday  School.  Your 
heart  wins  out. 

You  pull  over  to  help,  and  after  some  time,  get  the 
recipient  of  your  aid  on  his  way  safely.  You  feel  good,  but 
confused.  You  did  the  right  thing,  you  think;  although  you 
have  been  taught  that  Sunday  is  a  day  for  worship.  Was  it 
right  to  stop  and  help  this  personal  though  it  caused  you  to 
miss  church?  '  ... 

Jesus  dealt  with  this  in  our  text.  In  these  verses  Jesus  is 
teaching  that  helping  people  is  important.  Jesus  says  the 
needs  of  people  should  always  be  the  priority  of  the 
church.  What  does  this  text  mean  to  us  today? 

Christians  should  expect  criticism  (w.  9, 10).  Jesus 
was  criticized  because  he  helped  someone.  We  can  expect 
criticism  as  well.  When  a  Christian  takes  a  stand  on  a 
social,  moral,  or  political  issue  that  differs  with  a  neighbor 
or  colleague  at  work,  we  may  expect  criticism. 

Ministry  is  more  important  than  religious  rituals 
(w.  11-12).  Jesus  taught  that  even  if  it  were  the  sabbath, 
we  should  help  those  in  need.  The  Pharisees  were  hung  up 
on  the  letter  of  the  law.  They  believed  that  in  observing  it,* 
God  would  be  pleased.  God  had  given  the  law  to  Israel  as  a 
means  for  them  to  follow  him.  We  must  be  careful  that  in 
our  churches  and  in  our  individual  lives,  people  are  always 
more  important  that  policy.  The  prophet  Hosea  said  to  the 
people  of  Israel,  “For  I  delight  in  loyalty  rather  than  in  sac¬ 
rifice,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  God  rather  than  in  burnt 
offerings”  (Hosea  6:6).  That  is  still  true  today.' 

Christians  should  follow  Jesus’  example  in  ministry 
(w.  13-14).  Jesus  healed  a  man’s  hand.  Imagine  how  this 
man  felt.  He  had  probably  been  handicapped  since  birth. 
Medical  help  was  not  as  it  is  today.  Therefore,  the  man  had 
lost  hope,  but  Jesus  gave  him  hope.  Christians  should  fol¬ 
low  Jesus’  example  in  helping  others.  A  few  ways  in  which 
we  can  minister  are  through  visiting  the  hospital,  visiting 
nursing  homes,  visiting  shut-ins  in  their  homes,  visiting  an 
elderly  person  in  his  or  her  home,  or  taking  a  hot  meal  to 
someone  who  is  in  need. 

This  Sunday  is  Soul- Winning  Commitment  Day  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  One  of  the  greatest  ways  we 
can  follow  the  example  of  Jesus  is  by  m  airing  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  share  the  gospel  with  someone  whom  we 
encounter  in  the  supermarket,  at  the  ball  field,  at  work,  or 
in  other  places.  If  you  are  not  presently  involved  in  the  out¬ 
reach  program  of  your  church,  why  not  begin  doing  so? 
Follow  Jesus’  example  in  sharing  the  gospel. 

Christians  can  trust  the  Word  of  God  (vv.  15-21). 
When  Jesus  left  the  synagogue,  he  knew  the  Pharisees 
were  planning  to  destroy  him.  Jesus  knew  he  was  going  to 
die,  but  it  would  not  be  the  result  of  anything  that  the  Phar¬ 
isees  did,  but  simply  a  fulfillment  of  God’s  plan.  Isaiah  the 
prophet  had  spoken  of  it  years  ago.  These  verses  remind  us 
that  what  God’s  Word  says  is  true.  We  can  trust  the  Word 
of  God. 

Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  (w.  22-23).  After  Jesus  healed 
a  demon-possessed  man  who  was  blind  and  dumb,  the  mul¬ 
titudes  were  amazed  and  began  asking,  “This  man  cannot 
be  the  Son  of  David,  can  he?” 

There  are  those  today  who  still  doubt  that  Jesus  is  who 
he  says  he  is.  When  someone  talks  about  a  life  being 
changed  or  someone  making  a  drastic  turnaround,  we  occa¬ 
sionally  have  questions:  Was  it  an  emotional  experience? 
We  do  not  always  know,  but  this  we  do  know  —  Jesus  is 
still  changing  lives. 

Zig  Ziglar,  in  his  book  Over  the  Top,  shares  the  story 
of  Eartha  White,  the  granddaughter  of  a  slave  and  one  who 
was  successful  in  all  areas  of  life  and  finished  well.  Eartha 
said,  “Every  day  all  of  us  should  do  all  we  can,  where  we 
are,  with  what  we  have.” 

This  lesson  reminds  us  that  people  are  important  to 
Jesus.  The  church  is  in  the  people  business.  Help  someone 
this  week  in  the  name  of’Jesus. 

Potts  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Vandeave. 


By  Sylvia  Fleming 
Lamentations  1-5 


The  circumstances  which  resulted  in  the  Lamentations 
were  that  the  Southern  Kingdom  had  been  taken  captive 
and  Jerusalem  had  been  wasted.  As  Jeremiah  grieved  over 
the  desolation  of  the  holy  city,  his  Lamentations  came  in 
the  form  of  poetic  expressions.  The  mourning  was  the 
rightful  compassionate  workings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within 
his  child.  His  sorrow  that  is  demonstrated  in  each  chapter 
contains  its  own  elegy. 

Initially,  Jeremiah  observed  the  city’s  loneliness,  wid¬ 
owhood,  and  destruction  —  all  the  effects  of  sin.  God  is  a 
holy  God  and  does  punish  his  enemies.  God  has  no  middle 
ground.  People  are  on  his  side  or  on  Satan’s  side.  Conse¬ 
quently,  the  evident  loneliness  of  Jerusalem  was  the  result 
of  her  children’s  having  been  taken  into  captivity  by  the 
Chaldeans.  Next,  the  state  of  widowhood  portrayed  God’s 
having  left  Jerusalem  as  a  husband  would  leave  his  adulter¬ 
ous  wife.  Finally,  the  destruction  that  was  wrought  was  at 
the  hand  of  God.  Even  though  the  Chaldeans  were  instru¬ 
mental  in  ransacking  the  temple,  and  either  breaking  or  car¬ 
rying  away  the  sacred  vessels,  God’s  sovereign  hand  was 
wielding  the  instrument.  Though  slow  to  anger,  he  does  in 
his  righteousness  experience  it,  when  sin  and  its  injustices 
separate  him  from  his  people. 

f  God’s  displeasure  over  sin  is  universal.  Willful  sin  in 
1995,  America,  brings  as  much  unhappiness  to  God  asjt 
did  in  586  B.C.,  Jerusalem. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  sin  and  suffering,  Jeremiah 
searched  for  words  to  comfort  his  people  (2:13-16).  He 
looked  for  a  suitable  comparison;  there  was  none.  No  other 
city  had  ever  suffered  as  Jerusalem  was  suffering.  No  other 
place  experienced  such  sorrow.  He  searched  for  appropriate 
healing;  there  was  none.  He  acknowledged  that  false 
prophets  shared  the  blame  for  Jerusalem’s  condition  —  the 
loneliness,  the  widowhood,  and  the  destructioa  He  also 
noted  that  other  nations  made  caustic  remarks  to  them. 
Jeremiah  understood  that  no  human  cure  would  ever  heal 
the  breach  that  Jerusalem  had  suffered:  nor  will  the  sinful 
breach  between  modem  America  and  God  be  healed,  short 
of  his  marvelous  mercy  and  grace. 

As  bad  as  things  were  in  Jerusalem  and  are  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  it  is  only  through  the  mercies  of  God  that-the  situa-  - 
tions  were  not  and  are  not  worse  (3:22-26).  Jeremiah 
knew  that  God’s  judgment  had  been  tempered  through  his 
love  for  a  chosen  people.  Each  daybreak  there  is  a  new  sup¬ 
ply  of  mercy.  His  well  never  runs  dry.  His  faith,  love,  and 
compassion  reach  into  infinity.  It  is  only  when  one  pulls 
away  from  God  that  his  chastisement  seems  unbearable.  If 
one  will  simply  call  upon  God  and  turn  away  from  sin,  oh, 
how  loving,  kind,  and  good  he  is.  However,  his  love  and 
compassion  are  not  felt  when  sin  has  so  distanced  one  from 
the  Almighty  (5:17-22). 

Though  God  knew  the  condition  of  the  captives,  it  was 
necessary  for  them  to  confess  their  need  for  him.  Finally, 
after  having  realized  the  connection  between  their  suffer¬ 
ings  and  their  sin,  they  began  to  pray.  The  prayer  painted  a 
clear  picture  of  captivity;  everything  they  received  had  a 
price  tag.  Even  the  Chaldean  servants  ruled  over  them. 

Also,  there  was  silence  in  the  midst  of  youth  —  no  music 
from  them.  The  circumstances  were  certainly  dire  if  they 
were  quiet  and  not  playing  loud  music.  The  Hebrews 
implored  the  Lord  to  remain  their  ruler  forever,  to  renew 
them,  and  to  not  turn  from  them.  As  one  goes  back  to  the 
beginning  of  the  lesson,  he  must  remember  the  sound  of 
mourning  which  had  replaced  the  mirthful  music  of  the 
youth. 

The  solution  for  all  —  whether  in  Jerusalem  or  America 
—  is  found  in  2  Chronicles  7:14:  “If  my  people,  who  are 
called  by  my  name,  shall  humble  themselves,  and  pray,  and 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  will  I 
bear  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal 
their  land.” 

There  is  hope  even  for  the  lonely,  the  widow,  and  those 
in  the  midst  of  destruction.  He  is  the  only  answer  to  sin  and 
its  consequences. 

Fleming  is  an  English  teacher  and  member  of  Har¬ 
mony  Church,  Louisville. 


By  Michael  D.  Johnson 
Mark  1 


Does  Jesus  Christ  have  authority  in  your  life?  Yes, 
you  might  believe  he  is  God’s  son.  Yes,  you  may  have 
declared  your  faith,  confessed  Christ  as  Lord,  asked  for 
forgiveness,  joined  the  church,  and  sought  baptism.  But 
does  Jesus  Christ  really  make  a  difference  in  the  way 
you  live  your  life?  Is  there  not  a  difference  in  what  we 
say  we  believe  and  how  we  conduct  our  lives  according 
to  those  beliefs?  Francis  Bacon  indicated  that  it  wasn’t 
what  we  preached  but  what  we  practiced  which  make  us 
Christian. 

In  this  first  chapter  in  his  gospel,  Mark  sought  to 
introduce  his  readers  to  the  Savior  in  such  a  way  as  to 
clearly  establish  his  authority  over  all  people.  As  we 
shall  see  from  our  study,  as  people  recognized  that 
authority  their  lives  were  changed! 

Jesus  calls  people  to  follow.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
public  ministry,  Jesus  gathered  around  himself  men  who 
were  busy  with  their  own  work  so  that  they  might 
become  busy  with  his  work.  In  verses  18-20  we  read  of 
the  calling  of  Simon  Peter,  his  brother  Andrew,  John, 
and  James.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  once  again  when¬ 
ever  God  confronts  people  it  is  with  a  task,  a  mission.  In 
the  Old  Testament,  God  called  Abraham  to  go;  Moses  to 
confront  Pharaoh;  Gideon  to  fight;  David  to  lead;  and 
the  prophets  to  call  the  people  to  lives  of  justice  and 
mercy.  * 

Likewise,  Jesus  calls  these  four  to  lives  of  service  and 
ministry.  Peter  was  the  preacher  at  Pentecost  and  a 
prominent  church  leader  in  the  evangelizing  of  the  Jews. 
Andrew’s  life  was  characterized  by  bringing  people  to 
Christ.  James  was  involved  in  the  administrative  min¬ 
istry  in  the  church  at  Jerusalem.  John,  of  course  had  a 
long  ministry  in  Ephesus  and  contributed  a  number  of 
writings  to  the  New  Testament. 

Is  not  the  call  that  Christ  has  extended  to  us  today  the 
same  call  that  was  issued  to  these  four  men  on  the  shores 
of  Galilee?  Yes!  Should  our  response  be  any  different 
from  theirs?  No!  As  we  are  called  to  a  new  life  in  Christ 
we  are  also  called  to-a  ministry  of  service  to  him.  This  is 
a  way  we  recognize  the  authority  of  Christ  in  our  life. 

Jesus  teaches  people  the  truth.  The  people  were 
profoundly  impressed  by  Jesus;  not  so  much  by  what  he 
said,  but  by  the  way  in  which  he  spoke.  The  scribes,  to 
whom  the  people  normally  listened,  found  their  authority 
in  the  traditions  of  the  elders.  The  scribe,  when  teaching, 
would  preface  his  remarks  with  something  like:  “It  is 
said...  or  “It  is  taught...”  and  then  the  respective  author¬ 
ities  would  be  quoted. 

In  contrast,  Jesus  spoke  as  one  who,  himself,  was  the 
authority.  Jesus  had  no  need  to  refer  to  the  “experts.”  He 
spoke  with  the  finality  of  God,  for  he  was  God!  As  Bar¬ 
clay  points  out,  Jesus  spoke  with  a  note  of  personal 
authority  which  captured  the’ ear  of  every  man. 

Jesus  helps  people  cope.  While  Jesus  is  teaching  he 
is  interrupted  by  a  man  possessed  by  demons.  Through 
the  man,  the  demons  scream  at  Christ,  recognizing  that 
Jesus  had  the  power  to  destroy  them.  Mark  is  clearly 
showing  the  reader  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.  Even  a 
demon  recognized  this  truth  and  submitted  to  the  author¬ 
ity  of  Jesus  as  he  is  commanded  to  leave  the  man. 

As  the  news  of  Jesus’  authority  begins  to  spread, 
those  in  need  began  to  seek  him  out.  David  McKenna 
points  out  that  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  same 
authority  which  aggravates  demons  also  awakens  hope 
in  the  helpless. 

How  might  Christ  reclaim  authority  in  your  life? 

What  mission  has  he  given  you?  Is  there  a  demon  in 
your  life  that  needs  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  Sav¬ 
ior?  Yield  to  Jesus’  authority. 

Johnson  is  associate  professor  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  at  Mississippi  College. 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

*Dke 

©  apt  iit  (Childrens  Viltoae 


ACCREDITED 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts 
of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
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Village  leaders  with  service  aggregating  almost  a  century  and  a  half  exchange  mem¬ 
ories  at  the  Board's  traditional  holiday  luncheon.  Pictured  (left  to  right)  are:  Charles  L. 
Miller  of  Jackson,  a  34-year  Trustee;  M.  Guy  Reedy  of  Water  Valley,  a  45-year  Trustee; 
Paul  N.  Nunnery  of  Clinton,  Trustee  and  Executive,  38  years;  W.  Kelly  Pyron  of 
Natchez,  a  28-year  Trustee;  and  T.  Cooper  Walton  of  Jackson,  a  34-year  Trustee. 


others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


SEPT.  1,1994- 
SEPT.  30, 1994 

MEMORIALS 


Mr.  Grady  Doss 
Mr.  4k  Mrs.  Aubny  Lee  Boone 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Gillespie 
Ms.  Mary  Jne  Lyle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  MitcheU 
Mrs.  Oswald,  Sr.  Drake 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gordon  W.  Van  Hoose  Jr. 
Mrs.  Detorts  Pyroo  Dunaway 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  Green 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Cadenhead 
Mr.  Edward  Shackleford 
Mr.  Cayce  Ellard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wiliian  H.  Cole 
Mr.  Charles  Embry 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Ruth 
Annie  Hardin  Engel 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  Gene  Cryder 
Patrick  Mann  Estes  ID 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gus  Evans 
Charles  AJdcn  Evans 
Ms.  Margaret  H.  Durham 
Mr.  Burney  S.  Evans 
Mrs.  Frank  Baggett 
Mr.  J.  L.  Evans 
Mrs.  Shirley  Clark 
Lottie  H.  Fairchild 
Mr.  Roy  Fairchild 
Mr.  Sam  Farnham 
Mt.  A  Mrs.  Balfour  M.  Lipscomb 
Mr.  Guy  Fulton  Ferrdl 
Mrs.  Howard  Sea  sums 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jem  W.  Johnson 
Dr.  John  Pierce  Floyd  III 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WiUimi  L  Hays 
Mrs.  Delia  Flynt 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Brumfield 
Charles  Ford 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Bailey 
AJdvtUe  L.  Frants 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Earle  Richard 


Mr.  Mark  Rosamond  has 

joined  The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  staff  as  Director  of  Prop¬ 
erties.  Mr.  Rosamond  is  the  son 
of  Mrs.  Ann  Rosamond  and  the 
late  Mr.  Ivan  Rosamond  of  Ray¬ 
mond,  Mississippi.  Welcome 
Mark!!! 


Mrs.  Ruth  Thomas,  Board  member,  received  her  1  - 
year  service  pin.  Mrs.  Thomas  is  a  member  of  Bowmar 
Avenue  Baptist  Church  in  Vicksburg. 


Mrs.  Eunice  S.  Kennedy  ^ 
Wiliam  O.  Gsramtii 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Willi  mi  A.  Swtxcr 
Mrs.  Eudy  L.  Gordon 
Mr.  A  Mrs  B.  L  Berman  Jr. 
Mrs.  Baade  Gough 
Ms  Femie  S.  Dempsey 
Frank  Young  “Tree**  Gowan  ID 
Mrs.  Robert  Wave 
Dr.  A  Mrs  R.  H.  FsiweU  Jr. 
Mra.  J.  B.  Lewi* 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Aubrey  Pierce  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mra.  Johmc  Will, mu  Jr. 
Emory  Baptist  Church,  Wen 


Rev.  Auatln  Moore,  Board  member  and  retired  pas¬ 
tor,  received  his  1  -yea r  service  pin  at  the  annual  Trustee 
luncheon.  Rev.  Moore  is  currently  on  staff  at  Trinity  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Southaven  as  Counselor. 


Lt.  Cot  A  Mrs  Oscar  L.  Bond  Jr. 
Mrs.  C.  M.  (Here)  Rogers  Sr 
Jem  A  Robert  Abney 
Shaven  4k  Rudy  Home 
Birdie  Lea  4k  Ward  Hubbard 
Marty  Rawia 
Mrs.  Eva  R.  Rogers 
Liberty  Baptist  Church  '  * 

Mr.  41  Mis.  Howard  Conner 
Mrs  Corine  Roberta 
Cheater  Lee  Roye 
Mr.  4k  Mrs.  Jamas  Harry  Brummect 
Marlon  McBride  Salisbury 
Fide  Ha  SS.  FBC,  Greenwood 


Mr  Devid  Wald, 

Mr.  4k  Mra.  Leslie  H  Wvesenfelder 

Ms.  Marilyn  Coleman 

Ms.  Deborah  R  Wrigta 

Faculty  and  Staff  of  Tampa  Collage 

Mr.  4fc  Mra.  Ray  R.  Cmnada 

Mr.  A.  H.  Forman 

Mr.  4k  Mra.  T.  J.  Martin 

Mr.  4k  Mra.  Staphm  T  Mattingly 

Mr.  4k  Mra.  Owen  T.  Palmar 

Mr.  4k  Mra.  W.  B  Ttte  Jr. 

Mr.  4k  Mrs.  Robert  P.  Theobald 


Mr  4k  Mra.  Laary  Cooley 
Mr.  4k  Mrs  W_A.  Cleveland 


Mr.  J.V.  Parker,  Board  member,  receives  his  1-year 
service  pin.  Mr.  Parker  is  a  retired  businessman  and 
member  of  FBC  Laurel. 


(to  be  continued) 
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TUG-OF-WAR  TENSIONS  KEEP  YOUNG  MUSLIMS  FROM 
GOSPEL:  (YWAM)  —  Young  Western  Muslims  caught  between  two 
worlds  are  not  always  as  open  to  the  gospel  as  Christians  have  believed, 
according  to  organizers  of  worldwide  prayer  for  followers  of  Islam. 
While  teenage  and  young  adult  Muslims  growing  up  away  from  the 
Middle  East  and  open  to  Western  influences  have  traditionally  been  seen 
as  easier  to  reach,  the  opposite  may  be  true.  Stretched  between  their  non- 
Muslim  peers’  lifestyles  and  their  parents’  traditions,  they  find  “their 
sense  of  identity  is  threatened,”  say  leaders  of  the  30  Days  Muslim 
Prayer  Focus.  During  the  month-long  prayer  event  (which  runs  Jan.  31- 
March  1  to  coincide  with  the  Islamic  holy  month  of  Ramadan),  those 
leaders  urge  Christians  to  pray  specifically  for  young  Muslims  in 
Europe.  The  tensions  these  young  Muslims  typically  struggle  with  can 
be  seen  on  the  streets  of  Paris,  where  they  will  “often  speak  with  great 
conviction  concerning  Muhammed  while  at  the  same  time  they  sell 
drugs  and  seem  to  have  no  future,”  reports  the  event’s  prayer  guide.  The 
30  Days  project  is  expected  to  involve  around  two  million  Christians 
worldwide  in  daily  prayer. 


CHURCHES  GATHER  TO  REDEEM  HAITI  FROM  VOODOO: 
(YWAM)  —  Up  to  1,000  people  are  expected  to  take  part  in  the  second 
annual  nationwide  “ Haiti  for  Jesus”  gathering,  being  organized  by 
Youth  With  a  Mission  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  Pastors,  elders,  and 
lay  leaders  from  churches  across  Haiti  witt  be  joined  by  YWAM  work¬ 
ers  from  more  than  a  dozen  other  countries  for  the  two-week  event 
which  begins  Jan.  16.  Participants  will  pray  for  the  country  under  the 
theme  “Redeeming  the  Land.”  The  conference  comes  at  a  significant 
time  because  “the  church  in  Haiti  has  an  opportunity  for  the  first  time 
ever  to  take  a  leadership  role  in  the  development  and  rebuilding  of  this 
nation,"  said  YWAM  leader  Terry  Snow.  “People  here  are  beginning  to 
realize  that  the  voodoo  and  witchcraft  in  which  they  have  put  their  trust 
in  the  past  has  been  defeated.”  “ Haiti  for  Jesus”  is  to  be  held  in  die 
om  t-city  of  Gonaives.  One  of  YWAM1  s  Mercy  Ships  fleet  is  due  to  make 
i  second  delivery  of  $500,000  worth  of  food  and  hospital  supplies  dur¬ 
ing  the  event. 


.  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  FOOD  DISTRIBUTION  CONTINUES 
IN  HAITI:  MEMPHIS  (BP) —  Despite  no  electricity  and  transportation 
problems.  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  are  continuing  food  relief  efforts 
in  Haiti.  “We  feel  good  about  what  we've  done,  but  it  will  just  take  time 
to  get  the  new  equipment  into  the  country,1'  said  Mickey  Caison  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission.  Caison  is  serving  as  manager  for  the  Haiti 
relief  project.  Two  new  generators  were  shipped  to  Haiti  the  week  of 
Dec.  19,  but  it  could  be  days  before  the  equipment  clears  Haitian  cus¬ 
toms,  Caison  said.  Electricity  in  Port-au-Pnnce,  Haiti’s  largest  city,  has 
been  spotty  since  a  fire  swept  through  a  major  power  plant  Nov.  29. 
Water  and  electricity  will  continue  to  be  limited  until  the  new  generators 
arrive,  Caison  said.  But  volunteers  were  exhibiting  the  true  meaning  of 
Christmas  as  they  worked  under  difficult  circumstances.  “I  encourage  all 
Southern  Baptists  to  pray  for  the  volunteers  and  the  ongoing  effort  in 
Haiti,”  Caison  said. 


MISSION  SERVICE  CORPS  VOLUNTEERS  REACH  2,000: 
ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board ” s  Mission 
Service  Corps  (MSC)  department  surpassed  in  December  the  2,000-vol¬ 
unteer  mark  for  long-term  missions  workers.  “People  are  still  volunteer¬ 
ing  in  record  numbers,"  said  Bob  Mills,  Mission  Service  Corps  director. 
In  1994,  the  board  assigned  487  new  volunteers  to  MSC  posts,  he  said,  a 
17%  increase  compared  to  the  337  assigned  in  1993.  Of  the  almost 
5,000  home  missionaries  assigned  by  the  HMB,  almost  1300  currently 
are  MSC  volunteers  who  have  committed  to  serve  at  least  two  years, 
Mills  sai  l.  Started  in  1977,  Missions  Service  Corps  enlists  Southern 
Baptists  willing  to  volunteer  at  least  four  months  in  missions  work.  The 
work  ranges  from  evangelism  and  church  starting  projects  to  adminis¬ 
trative  and  support  help  for  missionaries,  state  conventions,  or  SBC 
agencies. 


BWA  NAMES  NEW  WOMEN’S  DEPARTMENT  DIRECTOR: 
WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Willene  Pierce,  director  of  the  Maryland- 
Delaware  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  the  past  13  years,  has  been  select¬ 
ed  director  of  the  women’s  department  of  the  Baptist  World  Alliance. 
She  will  begin  her  duties  Feb.  22,  according  to  .Catherine  B.  Allen  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  women's  department  president.  Pierce  is  a  graduate 
of  Oklahoma  Baptist  University,  Shawnee,  ana-  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Worth.  Pierce  succeeds  Beth  Hayworth  MacClaren,  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  director  since  November  1987,  who  is  retiring. 


r 


NEW  INDIA  RADIO  PROGRAM  BRINGS  2,000  TO  CHRIST: 
BHUBANESWAR,  India  (FMB)  —  Two  thousand  people  in  eastern  India 
have  come  to  faith  in  Christ  through  new  radio  broadcasts  in  their  lan¬ 
guage.  Two  hundred  listener  groups  gather  twice  a  week  to  hear  and 
discuss  programs  broadcast  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  into  the 
' Kondh  Hills  in  the  state  of  Orissa,  according  to  Clyde  Meador,  director 
of  FMB  work  in  southern  Asia.  The  programs,  which  include  agricultur¬ 
al  information  and  Bible  teaching,  are  the  first  ever  in  the  Kui  language. 
More  than  8,000  non-Christians  participate  in  the  listener  groups. 


Open  your  mouth  for  the  speechless 


SBC  has  designated  January  15 
“Sanctity  of  Human  Life”  Sunday 


By  C.  Ben  Mitchell 


physicians  are  given  legal  permis-  crowd  would  not  “speak  for  the 

sion  tagive  a  lethal  injection  to  voiceless”  man  on  Calvary's 

dying  patients  or  allowed  to  pre-  cross,  but  cried  out,  “His  blood  be 

scribe  drugs  to  assist  their  patients  on  us,  and  on  our  children”  (Matt, 

in  their  own  suicides,  it  is  urgent  27:25).  Surely,  the  blood  of  mil- 

that  Christians  cry  out  on  behalf  of  lions  will  be  upon  us  and  our  chil- 

those  who  are  perishing  behind  the  dren  if  we  choose  silence  over 

white  curtains  in  the  hospital  advocacy  and  complacency  over 

room.  If  doctors  are  permitted  to  activism. 

kill  “those  who  cannot  speak  for  If  you  are  already  a  voice  for 
themselves,”  those  of  us  who  are  the  voiceless,  persevere,  knowing 

to  be  their  voices  will  be  indicted  that  in  due  season  we  will  reap,  if 

in  the  heavens  if  we  do  not  speak  we  do  not  give  up  (Gal.  6:9).  If 

up;  their  blood  will  be  on  our  you  have  not  used  your  voice, 

hands.  become  involved  and  “open  your 

That  the  Redeemer  identifies  mouth  for  the  speechless.” 
with  the  voiceless  is  sure.  “He  was  Mitchell  is  consultant  for  bio¬ 
oppressed,  and  he  was  afflicted,  medical  and  life  issues,  Christ- 
yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth:  he  is  ian  Life  Commission,  Nashville, 
brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter, 
and  as  a  sheep  before  her  shearer 
is  dumb,  so  he  openeth  not  his 
mouth”  (Isa.  53:7).  The  mocking 


By  Charles  Man 
copyright  1994 


ZMC  LZMX  NE  UGDL  UGZU  RKDDO  HM  UGD 
CSRU  NE  UGD  DZQUG  RGZKK  ZVZJD,  RNLD  UN 
DTDQKZRUHMF  KHED,  ZMC  RNLD  UN  RGZLD 
ZMC  DTDQKZRUHMF  BNMUDLOU. 

CZMHDK  UVDKTD:  UVN 
This  Torek's  clue:  E  equals  F. 

fl* 

Haw  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  ,<ing 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle:  Isaiah  Sixty-Four:  Eight. 
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